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2I N T R O D U C T I O N

 When I am writing this the Rio Olympics closed just a 
few days ago, and congratulations, all ENPI-FLEG coun-
tries won medals in the Games. In sports the final outcome 
is decided during the final moments of the event, on the 
home stretch. In the ENPI-FLEG Program we are entering 
the home stretch of the journey that began in 2008. During 
these years we have successfully implemented activities in 
all seven countries as well as regionally. We have reached 
thousands of people who care about forests and value their 
contribution to our environment and societies. In all reviews 
and discussions with stakeholders the Program has been 
well received and its contribution to the forest governance 
agenda is well recognized.  
 But just like in sports, it is essential that we focus on the 
task at hand all the way to the finish line and beyond. It is 
clear that forests and their management challenges do not 
disappear when the Program is over. I trust that we have 
built a solid momentum towards our shared goals and we 
have mainstreamed the key FLEG principles in forest man-
agement. Issues like transparency, participation, legality and 
good governance have become part of the everyday lexicon 
in forest work and their importance is no longer challenged. 
Forestry is definitely more than only growing trees.  
 All participating countries are organizing wrap-up meet-
ings and workshops in the coming months. These events are 
good opportunities to reflect the work done and what has 
been achieved. I hope that this is not the only thing that 
will be discussed. It is equally important to plan ahead and 
think how should we continue; how to build on the success-
es of ENPI-FLEG. The operating environment has changed 
tremendously in the past eight years. For one, it is wide-
ly recognized that governance matters and can be improved; 
climate change is increasingly recognized as – literally – a 
matter of life and death for our planet. At the same time, 
new ways to solve forest problems have emerged and, for ex-
ample, mobile technology provides us with tools we could 
only dream about when St. Petersburg Declaration was 
signed over 10 years ago. 
 Just like any good athlete, we have to keep our eyes on 
the ball until the final whistle and then continue practicing; 
it is not over yet and the home stretch is actually only an in-
terim milestone.

S E N D  Y O U R  V I E W S  A N D  I D E A S  TO : 
tcastren@worldbank.org 

 
A N D  TO  M Y C O L L E A G U E S :
Mr. Richard Aishton  
richard.aishton@iucn.org 
  
Mr. Costel Bucur  
cbucur@wwfdcp.ro

Tuukka Castrén 
 
World Bank Co-Task Team Leader



3I N  F O C U S

n 2015, the FLEG II and Geo-
info LLC, a local consultant 
f irm specialized in remote 

sensing technology and spatial analy-
sis, organized several courses in Yere-
van and Vanadzor (Armenia) to teach 
volunteers how to identify and properly 
document illegal operations in forests. 
 The goal was to provide Armenian 
activists with the appropriate knowl-
edge and instruments to support ac-
tions by public authorities to combat 
detrimental activities such as illegal 
timber harvesting, unpermitted hydro-
power installations and mining oper-
ations, all of which destroy significant 
number of hectares of forest every year. 

Knowledge  
is Power

I

FLEG II activity of Public Monitoring empowers Armenian citizens 
to protect their forests
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V O I C E S
 
Luba Balyan   
FLEG II Coordinator  
for IUCN in Armenia  

“Well-trained human 
resources and up-to-
date satell ite tools are 
indispensable factors in 
detecting il legal activities. 
We formed several groups of 
citizens who, together with 
our experts, conduct field 
research as professionally 
as possible. Thanks to 
their meticulous work over 
the course of 2015, 1,425 
il legally cut trees were 
identified across a land 
area of approximately 
190 hectares, 8 forestry 
enterprises were inspected 
by Armenian authorities, and 
3 criminal cases were fi led ”.

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/knowledge-is-power

C O N TA C T:

Ms.Luba Balyan  [IUCN] 
luba.balyan@enpi-fleg.org  

 They learned how to use GPS nav-
igation tools, analyse suspicious or ir-
regular situations, record the data gath-
ered on the field, and report the cases 
to public authorities, in accordance 
with current legislative requirements.  
 All the data on suspected or docu-
mented illegal forest activities collected 
by the activists are regularly uploaded on 
a dedicated website. On this website, us-
ers have the opportunity to submit their 
observations and also review the use-
ful informational materials. FLEG and 
Geoinfo are currently producing short 
video tutorials about forest monitoring 
that will soon be posted on the website. 
 Another primary goal of the FLEG II 
team is to raise awareness and interest 
on the threats posed by illegal and un-
controlled use of forest. For this purpose, 
Geoinfo set up a Facebook page that was 
integrated with the website to reach a wid-
er audience ■











A volunteer measuring an illegally cut tree

Members of the Public Monitoring 
of Forests Movement 

Volunteers in Stepanavan 
Forestry Branch of Lori Marz 
detecting cases of illegal logging 
and taking measurements 



V O I C E S
 
Karine Panosyan   
A volunteer   

“Thanks to Public Monitoring, I 
developed the skill set to make 
a precious contribution to fight 
illegal logging. Technical knowl-
edge acquired from practical 
implementation of this activity 
gave volunteers like me real 
power”.
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n exceedingly rigid and in-
adequate regulation of forest 
use, which is not based on real 

risks, creates barriers for economic de-
velopment”, says Andrey Zakharenkov, 
FLEG II expert and one of the authors of 
the report.     
 
Commercial timber production  
      
 Most of the bottlenecks  were found 
in the sphere of logging operations. They 
include, for example, vague and conflict-
ing rules regulating forest management, 
construction of road infrastructure in 
the water conservation and spawn-
ing zones, and 13 other fields.  
 
Supply of timber products to  
local communities  
 
 There is a significant gap between 
how much timber local communities 
need (even if we take into account only 
firewood for houses with furnace heat-
ing) and how much they are allowed to 
obtain. The legal restrictions in this field 
force locals to harvest wood illegally, and 
local authorities to turn a blind eye on it. 
 Another problem is that most peo-
ple can only obtain wood safely through 
business because logging requires tech-
nical skills and safety measures that 
only professionals can afford. However, 
the federal legislation doesn’t enable 
business to supply locals with timber. 
 “We strongly believe that only legal 
entities, especially small business, must 
be the provider of timber to local commu-
nities, which requires changing the legis-
lation”, says Andrey Zakharenkov.  

New Analysis Revealed Gaps and Inconsistencies 
in the Russian Forest Legislation

A

FLEG II found about 30 legal “bottlenecks”, which don’t make sense from forestry 
and environmental points of view, but increase production costs

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-analyzed-gaps-and-
inconsistencies-in-russian-forest-legislation/

 
Protective forests  
 
 According to the report, the current 
management practice does not ensure that 
protective forests serve their function. In 
some cases, the law turns logging in these 
forests into a low-profit, inefficient activi-
ty, and in others, on the contrary, provokes 
highly profitable harvesting that threat-
ens the conservation of protective forests. 
 FLEG recommends resolving de-
veloping special technical regulations 
for management in protective forests. 
 The report was presented at the 
All-Russia Scientific and Practical Con-
ference on Relevant Issues of Forest Res-
toration in Saint Petersburg ■

Improvement of the legal system on the national 
level is one of the elements of Indicative Action 
Plan designed to implement Saint Petersburg 
Declaration, in which 44 countries of Europe and 
Northern Asia and other participating countries 
committed to fight illegal logging. The Action 
Plan gives special attention to the need to avoid 
inadequately increasing the cost of “legal” logging.



C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  



Q U I C K  F A C T S 

  The protective forests of 
Russia cover 17 different 
categories, including water-
conservation zones, nut 
harvesting zones, mountain 
forests, tundra forests, green 
zones and woodland parks, 
urban forests and spawning 
zones, and others.

  They cover almost 18% of all 
forests in Russia.

  The current Russian 
legislation allows certain 
industrial logging to take place 
in protective forests.
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ne of the findings of the FLEG II 
report is that the Russian Forest 
Code has considerable gaps when 

it comes to regulating forest restoration.  
 For example, it doesn’t say who is re-
sponsible for tending forests that have not 
been transferred into use, and for taking care 
of the products of forest seed breeding. The 
Forest Code states that “forest plant funds” 
must be formed for forest seed breeding, 
but doesn’t say how these funds should be 
organized and who should be responsible 
for them. The same applies to the norm that 
the protective forests should be restored in 
accordance with their purpose (to protect 
valuable water bodies, etc.): in reality, pro-
tective forests are restored using the same 
methods as the timber production forests. 
 Most legislative norms described 
in bylaws are advisory rather than nor-
mative. For example, they say that each 
forestless area allocated for forest res-
toration must have a Forest Restoration 
Project, but do not say who, when and 
how should develop this Project.  
 The legislation does not regulate which 
forest restoration methods — artificial or nat-
ural — should be chosen in which volume. 
Forest lease contracts often overestimate how 
much artificial forest restoration is needed 
and don’t take into account the availability of 
forest planting material in the vicinity. Often 
forest users create forest plantations on ar-
eas that were already successfully restoring 
naturally. As a result, thick and high-quality 
young trees are replaced with tree seedlings 
with low chances of surviving.  
 Finally, it is difficult for the government 
to assess the results and exercise control over 
forest restoration by forest users. Forest 
legislation doesn’t set any time frames for 

FLEG II Analyzes Main Forest Restoration 
Problems of Russia in a New Report 

O

The findings of the report have been presented to forest 
government officials and other key stakeholders
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L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-restoration-in-
russia-management-and-law-enforcement-problems/

transforming forest plantations and natu-
ral young forests into full-grown forests. 
Therefore, forest restoration work cannot 
be assessed by the final results – only by 
the conducted activities. Even new norms 
adopted in 2015 did not solve this problem. 
According to them, the government moni-
toring of forest restoration must produce 
“analytical materials”, but neither the Forest 
Code nor the new regulation itself introduce 
any managerial steps that authorities could 
take following the results of the monitoring. 
 FLEG II presented the analysis to rel-
evant government authorities and other 
stakeholders to be used to improve the forest 
restoration system in Russia ■

 FLEG II expert Alexey Bobrinsky presented the 
report at the All-Russia Scientific and Practical 
Conference on Relevant Issues of Forest 
Restoration in Saint Petersburg, which was part 
of the V International Scientific and Practical 
Conference “Innovation and Technology in Forestry 
2016” (ITF-2016). The event gathered over 300 
leading experts in the field. 

The availability of planting material in Russian 
regions.



C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  
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ebsite “Detector media” (“Telekri-
tika”) and FLEG II organized the 
contest for the 5th time. This year 

73 authors submitted 129 pieces to the con-
test (last year, 90 and 70, respectively). The 
jury, which included professional journalists, 
foresters, FLEG II experts and independent 
observers, pointed out the high level of arti-
cles and reports. 

FLEG Encourages Media Attention to Forestry 
Problems in Ukraine

W

Annual contest for journalists helps make forestry sector 
more transparent to the public

 ©
 A

ll 
ph

ot
os

 —
 D

et
ec

to
r 

m
ed

ia
 /

 O
le

ks
iy

 T
em

ch
en

ko
 

 “The submissions following the winning 
ones were behind by just 1-2 points, which 
means that in reality, many more participants 
deserved to win”, says Oleg Lystopad, FLEG 
II expert and member of the jury.  
 It is also worth noting Alla Sher-
shen, three of whose submissions de-
voted to exposing corruption in the for-
est sector, reached the final.   
 This was FLEG's final contest in a series 
of events aimed at improving public under-
standing of forestry problems organized in 
partnership with “Detector media”, an inde-
pendent media development think-tank ■



Igor Vdovin, winner of the contest Darya Shiryaeva, winner of the contest



 



C O N TA C T:

Mr. Oleg Lystopad [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org 

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-encourages-media-
attention-to-forestry-problems/ 

The detailed report from the final contest award event (in Ukrainian): 
http://detector.media/withoutsection/article/115901/iak_zhurnalisti_
cogo_roku_sponukali_uriad_zaboroniti_rubki_lisiv_navit_sanitarni/

The winners are:

● Investigation “Who is Behind 
Barbaric Logging in the Carpathi-
ans” by Igor Vdovin from Ukrainian 
Channel 24.    
 
● Article by eco-activists Andrey 
Plyga, Darya Shiryaeva and Petr Testov 
“Olevskaya Amber Republic: a Year 
Later” (about the impact of illegal am-
ber mining on the forests).   
 
● Investigation “Hunting the For-
est Logger” by Alina Semenyuk and 
Yaroslav Levitskiy, journalists from 

“Stop Korruptsia” (“stop corruption”) 
TV Program on Ukrainian Channel 5 
(about illegal logging in Chernivtsi re-
gion of Ukraine).    
 
● Investigation “Business Zone. 
Chernobyl Forest for Export” by 
Elena Loginova from Radio Lib-
erty (Program “Schemes. Cor-
ruption in Details”).   
 
● Article “How Ukrainian For-
est is Logged and Sold” by Natalya 
Patrikeyeva for BBC website.  

Oleg Lystopad, journalist, FLEG II expert 
and member of the jury
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ar from the modern profile of 
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, 
with its cutting-edge architec-

ture, there is a totally different landscape 
to explore. Beeches, oaks, and hornbeams 
dominate Azerbaijani forests, which cover 
11,8% of the country’s territory.   
 In these sparsely populated areas, the 
economy of small villages heavily depends 
on forest resources. To learn more about 
the close relationship between the inhab-
itants of rural communities and the wood-
lands, the FLEG team conducted field re-
search in selected locations.   

Azerbaijani Rural Communities and Forests: 
A Profound Connection

F

New FLEG Forest Dependency Study will discover more 
about rural communities
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L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/azerbaijani-rural-
communities-and-forests-a-profound-connection/ 

 In Autumn 2015, the 2nd phase 
of the Forest Dependency Study was 
launched. The villages of Buzlug and 
Gurzalilar, in Goranboy district, and of 
Kalva, in Aghsu district, were selected. 
Layla Mekhtiyeva, FLEG Consultant, 
has been conducting the follow up For-
est Dependency surveys since October, 
assisted by the District Forest Guarding 
and Rehabilitation Enterprise (FGRE). 
The target groups of the surveys are 
farmers, women working in agriculture, 
the youth, and the elderly.   
 The report will examine these for-
est-dependent communities in more de-
tail. The study will also review a num-
ber of options that the community has 
formulated or suggested for sustainably 
managing their surrounding resource 
base, to ensure that rural development 
is considered as well as protecting the 
natural resource base and maintaining 
biodiversity ■





C O N TA C T:

Mr. Azer Garayev [ IUCN ] 
azer.garayev@enpi-fleg.org  

Territory of the Zagatala 
State Reserve, Azerbaijan



V O I C E S
 
Azer Garayev   
FLEG Coordinator  
for IUCN Azerbaijan    

“Despite the relatively recent 
improvement of living condi-
tions, the interviews revealed 
that most dwellers still need 
forest resources to support their 
income. In particular, they use 
timber, very often logged illegal-
ly, as firewood for heating and 
cooking”.

V O I C E S
 
Nariman Aghayev   
Head of the local NGO  
Center of Sustainable  
Development Research    

“We expect to collect and ana-
lyze useful information on the 
social, economic, and educa-
tional conditions in these rural 
settings. All of the stakeholders 
await our analysis with interest. 
I believe that this work will allow 
us to develop a set of helpful 
guidelines for forest authorities 
and public institutions”.

Shamil Huseynov   
Chair of NPAC and  
representative of the  
national Parliament     

“We will certainly take into con-
sideration the data provided by 
FLEG II in the formulation and 
implementation of measures to 
manage forest resources sus-
tainably”.Leyla Mehtiyeva carries 

out a survey in the village 
of Yukhary Chardaglar
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ince 2014, FLEG II has cooper-
ated with Georgian forest au-
thorities to combat the spread 

of box blight in protected areas.  
 Together with the Agency of Protected 
Areas (APA), FLEG built a strategy which 
led to Dr. Iryna Matsiakh, Assistant at the 
Forestry Department of the Ukrainian Na-
tional Forestry University in Lviv, a spe-
cialist in pest management and forest pa-
thology. She conducted several field trips 
in three areas under APA’s management 
and the samples collected on spot were 
analysed in laboratory.

New Moves to Combat Forest Pests  
and Diseases in Georgia

S

Georgian authorities develop a plan following FLEG reports to 
stamp out forest pests and diseases
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L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/new-moves-to-combat-forest-
pests-and-diseases-in-georgia/

Cydalima 
Perspectalis, a 
species of moth 
dangerous for 
Boxus colchica

FLEG experts assessing the spread of pests and diseases 

Symptoms of 
Cylindrocladium 
Buxicola on the 
leaves of a box 
tree

Two types 
of Cydalima 
perspectalis 
threatening box 
trees 







 Following this successful coopera-
tion, Tornike Gvazava, Head of the Na-
tional Forestry Agency (NFA), asked 
the FLEG team to undertake another 
series of field research in areas under 
the jurisdiction of the NFA.  
 The collaboration between FLEG II 
and the agencies APA and NFA resulted 
in the publication of two ground-break-
ing studies,  Assessment of  Forest 
Pests and Diseases in Protected Are-
as of Georgia and Assessment of Forest 
Pests and Diseases in Native Boxwood 
Forests of Georgia.   
 The outcomes of the studies provid-
ed a solid foundation on which to build 
a national plan to stamp out forest pests 
and diseases. The plan outlines specific 
activities to be implemented in 2016-17 
and will soon be submitted to the Geor-
gian government for approval ■

V O I C E S
 
Marika Kavtarishvili   
FLEG Program  
Coordinator for IUCN Georgia  

“The authorities lacked 
specialists in forest pathologies 
and could not adequately 
address this pandemic. 
Therefore, they turned to us 
and we began a very fruitful 
collaboration to stem the 
spread of the disease, also 
thanks to our expertise and 
international network of 
contacts. The path to save 
boxwood is long and winding, 
but FLEG II will remain a key 
partner in this process”.V O I C E S

 
Natia Iordanishvili   
Deputy Head  
of the National Forest  
Agency of Georgia   

“We were not fully aware of the 
gravity of the spread of pests 
and diseases in our forests. 
FLEG II made available to us 
a great amount of information 
which is indispensable to 
proceed with the next steps”.

C O N TA C T:

Ms.Marika Kavtarishvili  [IUCN] 
marika.kavtarishvili@iucn.org 

◄

◄

▲
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n spring 2016, a new Region-
al Study on the Governance of 
Local Forests in the ENPI East 

Countries and Russia was launched. 
 The main purpose of this Study is to 
serve as a valuable contribution to poli-
cy review and reforms by documenting, 
analyzing, and comparing the existing 
schemes of forest governance in rural 
settings in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine.
After providing an in-depth overview of 
the current forest governance systems in 
the region, the study presents illustrative 
Case Studies from participating countries. 
 The study provides decision makers 
with concrete examples that will signifi-
cantly contribute to the knowledge base 
and offer an additional source of updated 
and reliable information. This will pro-
vide more context for reforms related to 
the governance of local forests currently 
on-going in the seven countries ■

Local Forest Governance  
under the Loupe 

I

Study on Local Forest Governance  
in the FLEG Countries now online
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L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/local-forest-governance-
under-the-loupe/

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Stefan Michel 
stefan.michel.de@gmail.com 

   

Ms. Ekaterine Otarashvili [IUCN] 
ekaterine.otarashvili@iucn.org



V O I C E S
 
Stefan Michel   
IUCN Consultant  
and author of the study    

“This study represents an 
invaluable tool to assess 
the quality of governance of 
local forests in the FLEG II 
countries, and governance 
is a fundamental factor 
that determines whether 
forest resources are used 
efficiently, sustainably, and 
equitably. Its added value 
rests on the combination 
of a detailed overview of 
local forest governance in 
the region with il lustrative 
cases, which show how 
and in what way concrete 
governance systems can 
influence natural resource 
management”.

V O I C E S
 
Ekaterine Otarashvili   
ENPI-FLEG II Project  
Officer for IUCN     

“For the ENPI East FLEG region, 
this is the first time that a study 
has assessed and compared 
the legal, regulatory, and 
organizational frameworks of 
local forest governance in such 
a comprehensive and detailed 
manner. The identification of 
common trends and national 
differences, and the discussion 
on best practices as well 
as on common obstacles 
and difficulties, contribute to 
defining the components of 
effective governance. I am sure 
that policy-makers and other 
relevant stakeholders will find 
this study extremely useful for 
their work”.

Fuelwood harvested by villagers 
in Kharagauli, Georgia

Straseni district, Moldova. Moldovans use 
these sticks from local forests for gardens and 
grapevines. For this research Local Forests are 
defined as “forests that are located in close 
proximity to rural and urban settlements and 
are of special importance for the well-being of 
the respective local inhabitants in relation to 
the provision of forest resources and ecosystem 
services”.
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n December 2014, the new-
ly-elected Ukrainian Parlia-
ment proposed a package of 

radical reforms that were intended to 
eradicate corruption in the forestry sec-
tor. However, in the context of the work 
implemented in the FLEG II Program, 
IUCN, WWF, and the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) representatives in Ukraine 
pointed out that the implementation 
of these measures had the potential to 
severely damage the sector.  
 The draft legislation consisted of 
three measures - banning timber exports 
from Ukraine, allowing the privatization 
of forest areas, and discontinuing the 
issuance of new timber harvesting licenc-
es. According to IUCN, WWF, and FSC, 
the reform could lead to the collapse of 
the forestry sector and could exacerbate 

Our Voice  
Matters

I

Through dialogue and transparency the Ukrainian 
forestry sector reform was improved
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L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/our-voice-matters/



The representatives of WWF, IUCN, and FSC presenting their position 

The ban on timber exports violates the 
international treaties and would threaten the 
internal forestry sector industry 



 The voice of the signatory organiza-
tions and citizens did not remain unheard. 
In April 2015, the measure to privatize 
forest areas and that to stop providing 
timber harvesting licences were removed 
from the reform package. Moreover, on 
March 22, 2016, a new draft law aiming to 
cancel the ban and establish transparent 
timber trade rules was registered at the 
Parliament Secretariat ■

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Roman Volosyanchuk [IUCN]  
volosyanchuk@enpi-fleg.org 

deteriorating socio-economic conditions 
of Ukrainian rural communities.  
 The ban on timber exports would 
constitute a flagrant violation of the 
Free Trade Agreement between Ukraine 
and the European Union and of World 
Trade Organization regulations. In ad-
dition, it would lead to the collapse of 
the forestry sector.   
 In order to raise awareness on the 
shortcomings of the reform, IUCN, 
WWF, and FSC combined forces and 
wrote a joint document called the 
‘Open Letter’, which was presented at a 
Parliamentary hearing and distributed 
to the public. The document expressed 
criticism based on solid analysis and 
put forward concrete proposals to im-
prove the timber trade system.  

V O I C E S
 
Richard Aishton  
FLEG II Program  
Coordinator for IUCN     

“This success is the result 
of a working method that 
characterizes our FLEG 
II Program and can be 
summarized in two words: 
dialogue & transparency. FLEG 
Coordinators have established 
a dense network of professional 
relations with both public and 
private stakeholders through 
open and constructive dialogue. 
This approach makes our 
experts trustworthy partners who 
are able to tangibly influence the 
governance of forest resources 
in the FLEG countries”.
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ince March 21, every time you 
visit  FLEG II website,  you 
can learn an amazing fact 

about the forest. FLEG II launched this 
widget on the International Day of For-
est, to celebrate the miracle of forests 
that the Earth has given us.   
● How many trees are there per 
every person on Earth?   
● What is the origin of the tradition 
to knock on a tree for luck?  
● Why is the location of the tallest tree 
in the world kept in secret?  
● If a birdhouse is hung on a tree, 
will it move up as the tree grows, or stay 
at the same height?   
● How do trees communicate with 
each other?    
 The facts are displayed in the top 
right corner of the main page of our web-
site and change every half a minute.  ■

Learn 62 Amazing Forest Facts  
with FLEG II

S

To celebrate International Day of Forest,  
FLEG II launched a new feature on the website

One oak produces more than 2000 acorns 
every year, but only one in 10 000 acorns will 
manage to develop into oak tree. Learn more 
facts about forests on our main page!

According to the latest estimates, published 
in journal Nature in 2015, there are 3 trillion 
trees in the world, or about 422 trees for 
every person on earth. 

Dead wood — stumps, dry branches, rotten 
trunks — are home and food for many inhabitants 
of the forest: bacteria, mushrooms, insects, 
reptiles, amphibians, and mammals. Dead wood 
in a certain way is more "alive" than a growing 
tree! Its presence in the forest is one of the main 
indicators of how healthy the forest is.

This year the International Day of Forests 
was dedicated to the crucial role of forests for 
saving the planet’s supply of freshwater.

 





C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  

L E A R N  M O R E :

Try it:  
www.enpi-fleg.org

You can also learn new facts about forest every day by joining our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/enpifleg
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�

Over 90% of forest fires are caused by human care-
lessness, especially in drier seasons (in less populated 
areas, over 80%). A poorly extinguished campfire, a 
cigarette butt thrown on a nature trail, children playing 
with lighters – all of this can cause a wildfire. 

�

Very often, wildfires can be caused by people burning 
grass on agricultural lands in spring and autumn. The 
fire can spread from the grass to the nearby forest. It 
is a wide-spread myth that after burning the old grass, 
new grass grows faster. It is only partly true: at first, 
grass starts to grow faster on the warmed-up soil, but 
later its growth is slowed down, because fire destroys 
some of soil nutrition value that make it fertile. 

�

Trash can also lead to a fire in a forest. Empty glass bot-
tles are especially dangerous. When the sun is shining, 
they act as lenses, which, when hit by sunrays, cause a 
fire. For the same reason, any equipment with strong 
lenses is dangerous. Camera lens left lying for hours on 
the ground in sunny weather can also cause a fire. It is 
important to close the camera lens with a lid. 

17 Facts About Forest Fires
From Spring to Autumn all FLEG countries 
have a season of wildfires. We collected 
interesting facts about fires that help better 
understand and prevent them

�

Naturally occurring forest fires are not frequent. Most 
common natural cause of wildfires is lightning, causing 
about 7-10% of wildfires. It is especially true in dry 
areas, where so-called dry thunderstorms are common, 
when the lightning strikes the ground, but the precipi-
tation evaporates before reaching the ground. 

�

Lightning is much more likely to cause a fire in an old 
forest, with a lot of dry trees, than in a young forest. 
For this reason, fires caused by natural reasons play 
an important ecological function: they help the forest 
regenerate. 

�

Coniferous forests (pine, spruce and fir) are more prone 
to fire than broadleaves. 

�

Climate change, temperature rise and risks of droughts 
could increase the number of forest or agricultural ar-
eas affected by fire. 

A fire in Strasheni district, central Moldova, on the 
territory of local communities and expanded on the 
neighboring agricultural lands (belonging to private 
owners) and also state forest lands (owned by 
Moldsilva). 

Most fires in forests are registered on the weekends, when 
people are more likely to spend time outside
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A r m e n i a

�

According to climate change scientists, by 2100, average 
atmosphere temperature in Armenia will increase by 1.7 
degrees Celsius, and precipitation will decrease by 10%. 
The increase in temperature and further aridization of the 
climate may lead to more frequent wildfires. The number 
of fires caused by heat waves already increased by 40% in 
Armenia in 1980-2012 compared to 1948-1980.

�

Mountain forests of Syunik province, which constitute 
23% of Armenia’s forests, are especially vulnerable to cli-
mate change. Research shows that the precipitation here 
has decreased by 9%, and average annual temperature 
has decreased by 0.7 degrees Celsius. 

��

Sometimes fires are caused by children’s unsafe games 
with matches, lighters and magnifying glasses. It is the 
responsibility of adults to educate their children on fire 
safety. In Armenia, they can do it with the help of materi-
als for children and adults produced by FLEG II that can 
be printed out from the website. 

��

Most wildfires in Armenia happen in autumn - not in sum-
mer, as many think. In autumn, many villagers burn fields 
to “increase” their crop next year. According to the data of 
the National Statistical Service of Armenia, uncontrolled 
burning of agricultural fields and pastureland causes 
about 30% of fires in the country (data from 2004-2009). 

A z e r b a i j a n

��

Forest fires in Azerbaijan are most frequent in summer, 
when temperatures are the highest. Climate change ag-
gravates the situation. Average temperature has already 
increased in Azerbaijan by 0.5 to 0.6 ºC since 1880s - with 
the highest registered temperatures during the last 10 
years. International Panel for Climate Change predicts 
that precipitation will decline in Azerbaijan by up to 19% 
by the end of the century (with more rainfall in winter 
and less during summer). The increase in temperature 
and further aridization of the climate may lead to more 
frequent wildfires.

L E A R N  M O R E :

General information:  
www.enpi-fleg.org 

Informational materials about wildfires for children in Armenia: 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/origami-helps-children-in-
armenia-learn-about-forest-fires/.

G e o r g i a

��

In the past, forest fires occurred relatively seldom and 
on a smaller scale in Georgia, affecting a few hectares of 
forests per year. In recent years, however, this problem 
has become more serious. At present, fires encompass 
hundreds of hectares of the country’s forests each year.

��

Fire season in Georgia (when the likelihood of fire occur-
rence is the highest) usually lasts in the summer months, 
when the temperatures are very high.

M o l d o v a

��

According to FLEG data, almost 95% of Moldavian forests 
are deciduous, which are less affected by surface-crown 
fires; however, the low fire can affect litter, fallen branches 
and timber, low-lying vegetation and animal diversity. 

��

Moldova’s forest cover is low and accounts for around 13% 
of its territory. When forest fires occur, areas are immedi-
ately localized and managed jointly by Agency Moldsilva 
and the Service of Civil Protection and Emergency Situa-
tions (SCPES). The SCPES undertakes prevention work, 
such as awareness and communication to people and com-
panies across the country, especially during dry seasons.

R u s s i a

��

According to one Russian study, a fire of average inten-
sity, when passing one hectare of forest, destroys up to 1 
billion of soil animals, which which play a key role in the 
processing of dead wood and litter, carbon sequestration 
and therefore in the restoration of the soil’s fertility ■

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  
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 On June 9, 2016, the side event par-
ticipants gathered to discuss the pro-
gress that had been made both in imple-
menting the St. Petersburg Declaration 
and by FLEG II and how to mainstream 
and scale-up the work done.  
 Besarion Abashidze, Deputy Minis-
ter of Environment and Natural Resource 
Protection of Georgia highlighted FLEG’s 
role in ensuring public participation in 
the decision making process.   
 His colleague, Tornike Gvazava, Head 
of National Forestry Agency of Geor-
gia, stressed that of special importance 
is FLEG’s technical support in practi-
cal forest management work.    
 Tuukka Castrén, Co-Task Team Lead-
er of FLEG II, World Bank, who moderat-
ed the discussion, pointed out three take-
aways from the event. “The first point is 
that there is a constant ongoing paradigm 
shift in our sector. Even if we reached 
some milestone in the reform process, 
new challenges are coming”.    
 “The second is best expressed by 
the cliché, “Think global, act local”. For-
est management is done in forest man-
agement units, which are very local. But 
management decisions are influenced by 
national and regional policies and nowa-
days even by global policies”.    
 “The third core message would be that 
we need to engage all segments of the society. 
Even if the final responsibility for manage-
ment may lie, for example, within the Na-
tional Forest Agency of Georgia, or Agency 
“Moldsilva” in Moldova, they are not alone in 
making the decisions and have to engage with 
other stakeholders and with the society” ■

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/8th-environment-for-europe-
ministerial-conference/ 

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/training-for-
moldovas-next-generation-of-foresters/

The participants represented member states of 
the UNECE region, organizations of the United 
Nations system, regional environmental centres, 
non-governmental organizations, the private sector 
and other major groups.

Participants are awarded with certificates





8th “Environment for 
Europe” Ministerial 
Conference in Batumi, 
Georgia 

FLEG side event brings together 
forest management stakeholders from 
across the region 

Training for 
Moldova’s Next 
Generation of 
Foresters

The event is part of a long-
term partnership with the 
Ecology College in Chisinau

V O I C E S
 
Angela Bularga  
Programme Manager,  
European Commission   

“We all need to take 
responsibility, not only as 
producers, but also as 
consumers. I’m very happy 
that I managed to teach 
my 6-year old son to read 
different labels and tell me 
each time: “Mom, this is not 
from sustainable forest, don’t 
buy it”. We need to have a 
situation where internationally, 
legislation stimulates 
sustainable forestry, and we 
need to work together on this 
and take responsibility on all 
levels of governments and as 
individuals as well”.

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 The 8th Environment for 
Europe Ministerial Conference 
brought together 700 
delegates 

 
 The “Environment for Europe” 

process provides a high-level 
platform for stakeholders 
to join efforts in addressing 
environmental priorit ies across 
the 56 countries of the UNECE 
region, and is a regional pil lar 
of sustainable development.
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C O N TA C T:

Ms. Antoanela Costea [WWF] 
acostea@wwfdcp.ro

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  

 Students and teachers from the 
Ecology College of Chisinau, Moldo-
va, took part in an intensive training 
on sustainable forestry and man-
agement practices delivered within 
FLEG II. The training is part of a 
longer collaboration with the Ecol-
ogy College and aims to support the 
next generation of forestry experts in 
Moldova to have a sustainable, long-
term approach on managing and pre-
serving the country’s forests.  
 On May 11th and 12th, the for-
ests in old Orhei received special at-
tention from a group of 30 students 
and 5 teachers from the Forestry sec-
tion of the Ecology College in Chisi-
nau. The young people make up the 
next generation of forestry experts 
and ecologists in Moldova, and many 
of them come from various parts of 
the country thus ensuring a nation-
al coverage. The group, selected as 
“young messengers for Moldova’s 
forests”, was invited in a field trip 
in the area of Orhei National Park, 
characterized by a rich biodiversity 
and valuable forests along with an 
extraordinary cultural heritage ■
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 FLEG II organized regional confer-
ence “Sustainable Diversified Use of For-
est: Legislation and Governance, Chal-
lenges and Solutions” in partnership with 
the Natural Resources Institute Finland 
(LUKE) and the European Forest Insti-
tute (EFI) on 18-19 May in Joensuu, Fin-
land. The event contributed to sharing 
of best practices and lessons learned for 
improvement of forest governance, in 
order to promote sustainable and diver-
sified use of forest resources.  
 Participants discussed relevant is-
sues of sustainable multi-purpose forest 
use, in particular constraints to its suc-
cessful development and possible solu-

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/docs/regional-
conference-sustainable-diversified-use-of-
forest-legislation-and-governance-challenges-
and-solutions-18-19-may-2016/

How Birch Wine Saves 
Forests 

FLEG conference about sustainable 
diversified use of forest was held in 
Finland on May 18-19

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Nikolay Shmatkov [WWF] 
nshmatkov@wwf.ru

Group photo of conference participants during field trip

tions. Among the most common problems 
is the traditional perception of forests 
only as a source of timber, and imper-
fections of forest legislation.  
 The participants went on a field 
trip, which included visits to a Finnish 
center of production of wines, liqueurs 
and spirits from forest berries, and Eno 
Energy Cooperative, a great example of 
using low value wood for production of 
bioenergy to benefit forestry and local 
economy.    
 The conference in Joensuu has be-
come a platform for exchange of experi-
ence between leading experts, business, 
scientists and government officials from 
Finland and European Neighborhood 
and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) East 
countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, and Russia. It 
facilitates understanding of economic and 
non-financial gains of non-timber forest 
use, and contributes to saving and multi-
plying forest ecological and social values ■

V O I C E S
 
Nikolay Shmatkov 
Head of WWF-Russia forest 
program and FLEG II country 
coordinator   

“The conference showed that 
one perfect approach to 
forest management doesn’t 
exist. Forests have different 
purposes. In some cases, it is 
more about timber production, 
in others, it is important 
to give opportunities for 
small businesses to collect 
mushrooms and berries and 
develop tourism. And pristine 
forest ecosystems must 
be saved in their original 
state. We need very flexible 
legislation that can take into 
account local peculiarities 
and can allow different 
stakeholders to contribute 
to forest management 
decisions”.

FLEG II Organized a 
Study Tour for Ukrainian 
Foresters in Poland
Ukrainian top forest managers 
are introduced to the Polish forest 
management model

 Due to the political and economic im-
pact of the Association Agreement signed 
by Ukraine and the EU, innovation and 
more efficient dissemination of knowledge 
on sustainable forest management is es-
sential to reform the Ukrainian forestry 
sector, which needs to be more closer to 
the EU management principles.  
 On June 6-10, 2016, Ukrainian for-
est experts visited Polish National Forest 

Holding "State Forests". The visit was 
conducted under the FLEG II and was 
greatly supported by the foresters of both 
countries.    
 The Ukrainian delegation was com-
prised of representatives of State Forest 
Resource Agency, experts from regional 
departments of Ternopil, Khmelnytsky, 
Poltava, and Kyiv regions, including rep-
resentatives from the Ukrainian Forest 
Breeding and Forestry Innovation and 
Analytical centers, Institute of Ecolo-
gy of the Carpathians NAS of Ukraine, 
WWF specialist, and the Ukrainian Na-
tional Forestry University.  
 The purpose of the meetings was to 
introduce Ukrainian forestry sector au-
thorities to the Polish sustainable forest 
management principles in practice ■

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-helps-to-inform-
more-ukrainian-top-forest-managers-of-the-polish-
forest-management-model-and-biodiversity-protection/

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Dmytro Karabchuk [WWF] 
dkarabchuk@wwfdcp.org

Introduction to the logging process and other 
contract works in the forest (Janów Lubelski Forest 
Enterprise)
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V O I C E S
 
Norvard  
Movsisyan 
Director of Tatev school   

“We are very happy to continue 
the program on school 
forestry in our communities. 
In addition, being inspired 
by the program we initiated 
an eco-club in the frames of 
non-formal education. This 
will ensure the sustainability 
of the school forestry impact 
and engagement of more and 
more pupils in forestry and 
environmental education”.

 The report of FLEG II expert Oleg Stor-
chous on this topic aroused great interest 
and marked the beginning of an intense 
discussion, with the participation of the 
representatives of the Ministry of Agrarian 
Policy and Food, Ministry of Ecology and 
Natural Resources, Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Goslesagentstvo, other depart-
ments, scientists and the public.  
 The study showed that the current state 
of responsibility for violations in the forest 
sector requires a comprehensive compila-
tion and analysis of practices, identification 
of specific ways to improve the legislation 
in this area. A number of related draft laws 
have been brought to Parliament in recent 
years, but they offered only occasional or 
superficial changes in administrative and 







FLEG Helps Improve 
Legal Responsibility 
for Forest-related 
Violations in Ukraine 

FLEG II held a round table in Kyiv, 
devoted to the improvement of 
the liability for infringement of the 
forest legislation
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 About 30 pupils and teachers from 
four communities in Syunik region par-
ticipated in the program, which aims to 
increase awareness and knowledge about 
forests. The program is the continuation 
of the first phase implemented in 2015 for 
the schools of the communities of Tatev, 
Tandzatap and Svarants. This year the 
Halidzor community school joined the pro-
gram. The Halidzor school administration 
and pupils learned about the program from 
participants and approached the FLEG II 
program to engage them.   

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/
news/fleg-continues-
school-forestry-program-
in-armenia/

FLEG II Continues 
School Forestry 
Program in Armenia 
Second round of Forestry Program 
started in Syunik region on March 
11, 2016

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Siranush Galstyan [WWF] 
sgalstyan@wwfcaucasus.org  

All four schools received the collection of 
environment and forest related literature for 
school libraries
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criminal penalties for violations. In addi-
tion, many of these laws have been reject-
ed or remained pending because of poor 
quality or for other reasons.  
 The work conducted by FLEG II 
experts, as well as the proposals ex-
pressed during the round table can be 
directly used for the preparation of the 
relevant laws. This will update the ex-
isting forestry and related legislation, 
accelerate the analysis of questions of 
legal liability for violations in the field 
of forestry.    
 In the second part of the round ta-
ble participants discussed the report of 
FLEG II program expert Mikhail Popkov: 
"Preparing the Interagency Action Plan 
for the Prevention of Illegal Logging and 

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/
news/fleg-helps-improve-
legal-responsibility-for-
forest-related-violations-
in-ukraine/

The full study  
(in Ukrainian):  
http://www.fleg.org.ua/
docs/1495 

The area of forests in Ukraine exceeds the total 
area of Iceland

Forests of Ukraine are dominated by pine and oak, 
constituting respectively 35% and 27% of all land 
covered by forest.

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Oleg Lystopad [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org  

 Importance of forest and its value 
was discussed during the first session of 
the program. A tree planting event was or-
ganized as an outdoor activity with support 
of the staff of “Syunik” Forest Enterprise of 
“Hayantar” State Non-Commercial Organ-
ization, which responsible for state forest 
management ■

Timber Trafficking; Detection and Preven-
tion of Corruption Offenses in the Forest 
Sector of Ukraine. "   
 Most forest countries have such plans 
by now. Ukraine committed to create this 
plan already a decade ago in the frame-
work of the St. Petersburg Declaration of 
Europe and North Asia. The participants 
of the round table agreed that the Cabinet 
of Ministers of Ukraine should determine 
the person responsible for the creation of 
such a plan and start preparing it as soon 
as possible ■
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 The participants discussed FLEG II 
reports concerning Arkhangelsk oblast, 
the pilot region of the Program, dedicat-
ed to wildfire prevention, meeting the 
demands of local communities in timber, 
forest restoration, combatting illegal log-
ging, and other forest issues.   
 Taking into account the high qual-
ity of the materials, they pointed out 
that it is necessary to use them in the 
professional educational system, in-
cluding higher education, in particular, 
in the Forest Technical Institute of the 
Northern (Arctic) Federal University 
since it is the main college that prepares 
forest experts in the region.   
 The timber producers showed special 
interest in issues related to meeting the 
needs of local communities. The state sta-
tistics do not reflect the full volume of tim-
ber consumed by local communities as they 
often get the firewood directly from timber 
producers in the form of waste products of 

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/itogi-programmy-fleg-2-
v-rossii-predstavleny-lesopromyshlennym-kompaniiam-
arkhangel-skoi-oblasti/ 

Top Managers of 
Biggest Timber 
Companies of 
Arkhangelsk Region 
met With FLEG II  
The participants represented 
major companies such as JSC 
"Arkhangelsk pulp & paper mill”, 
LLC “Pinezhyeles”, LLC Industrial 
commercial enterprise “TITAN”, 
and LLC “Severnaya LOS” 

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru  

Forest industry is key for the economy of 
Arkhangelsk region of Russia. Biggest Russian 
timber producing enterprises are located here. Every 
year, they produce millions of cubic meters of timber.

Arkhangelsk region has the last remaining large 
indigenous taiga forest stands in Europe.
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 The main objective of the event is to 
demonstrate the EU-funded programs to 
the public, interact with a wide audience 
on sustainable forest management and im-
proved forest governance.   
 FLEG II team prepared a quiz for the 
attending audience, which contained inter-

Armenia and FLEG II 
Celebrate Europe Day 

The Europe Day Annual 
Information Fair has already 
become a tradition in Armenia

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/armenia-and-
fleg-2-celebrate-europe-day/ 

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Sirarpi Haykazyan [World Bank] 
shaykazyan@worldbank.org 
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Information fairs are considered to be one 
of the most efficient outreach tools in terms 
of disseminating information and receiving 
feedback, and FLEG uses the Europe Day annual 
Information Fair as a valuable opportunity to 
promote its ideas and the FLEG brand.

esting facts about forests and triggered the 
interest of by-passers. People engaged with 
great pleasure, not only because the Pro-
gram promotion materials were offered as 
a prize, but also since many of them were 
interested to check their knowledge in the 
field of forestry ■







years) to forest users, including companies. 
“The renter of the forest area not only has 
the right to use the forest resources with-
in the limits of the annual allowable cut, 
but also gets the responsibility to guard, 
protect, and restore the forest. Very often 
it is the timber producing community that 
suggests changes that improve the forest 
legislation”, says Marina Smetanina ■

forest logging. Also, local administrations 
often work with timber producers to sup-
ply more vulnerable social groups with fire-
food without charge or at a reduced price. 
FLEG’s analysis and comparison of the de-
mand for firewood and construction timber 
shows that the population of Arkhangelsk 
region has the highest needs.  
 The group recommended con-
clusions of the FLEG reports for im-
plementation.  In some cases,  this 
should include amendments to the cur-
rent legislation, including that of the 
country level.    
 “The issues raised in the FLEG II ma-
terials have a direct relevance not only to 
the government agencies, but also tim-
ber producers”, notes Marina Smetani-
na, FLEG II country coordinator in 
Russia for the World Bank.  
 In Russia, forest stands and the land 
of the forest fund are in state ownership, 
but they can be rented long-term (up to 49 
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 They covered activities of the young 
forester groups, observation of flora 
and fauna, protection of natural monu-
ments, and study of human impact on 
the forests.    
 Through May-June, the schoolchildren 
of V-XI grades, majority of them members 
of the FLEG II-backed school-based young 
forester groups, tested their knowledge in 
3 nominations: forest ecology and sus-
tainable management; forest flora; for-
est fauna.    
 “We witness the growing popu-
larity of the young forester movement 
across the country and the increased 
awareness among the youth about the 

Anniversary Young 
Forester Contest in 
Azerbaijan: “They Do 
Not Only Talk About 
Ideas. They Propose 
Solutions” 

The finale of the V Republic-wide 
Young Forester Contest “Let’s 
protect the forests!” featured 62 
ecological projects

V O I C E S
 
Anna Orlova 
Student of the school  
in Ivanovka village, Ismailli, 
Azerbaijan   

“We put a lot of energy in 
our everyday work to protect 
the local forestland and to 
minimize the human impact 
on our “green” treasure”.

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/anniversary-young-
forester-contest-in-azerbaijan-they-do-not-only-talk-
about-ideas-they-propose-solutions/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Fidan Huseynli [World Bank] 
fidan.huseynli@enpi-fleg.org  

The two-month event supported by the Republican 
Center of Ecological Education and Practice 
(RCEEP) under the Ministry of Education of 
Azerbaijan will be remembered by the impressive 
ideas and interesting solutions revealing the clear 
progress the Azerbaijani youth has achieved since 
the launch of the young forester contest in 2011.
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importance to protect the forests for 
the future generations”, said FLEG II 
Country Coordinator Azer Garayev. 
“They do not only talk about ideas, they 
propose solutions”.   
 The winners were awarded with diplo-
mas and certificates. Holders of the first 
place will traditionally participate in the 
next International Forest Junior Contest 
in Russia this fall ■

V O I C E S
 
Ayla Aliyeva 
Gakh secondary  
school #3  

“Now we believe that groups 
of people sharing similar 
values and promoting similar 
ideas are able to bring about 
the change!”.







 Year by year the Earth Hour is get-
ting bigger and more popular by involv-
ing millions of people worldwide.  The 
intent of the initiative is to bring togeth-
er the public, private sector, communi-
ties and other stakeholders to encourage 
an interconnected global community to 
share the opportunities and challenges of 
creating a sustainable world.  
 On March 18 a press conference took 
place at WWF office in Yerevan. As part of 
the initiative, on March 19 an urban cycling 
marathon took place in Yerevan, with the 

FLEG II Joined Earth 
Hour in Armenia 

Armenia celebrates the Earth Hour 
global movement for the 8th time, 
on March 19, 2016

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.
org/news/fleg-2-joined-
earth-hour-in-armenia/

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Siranush Galstyan [WWF] 
sgalstyan@wwfcaucasus.org  

Cyclers take action to change the 
climate change
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 Created in 2007 by WWF in 
Sydney

 178 participating countries and 
territories in 2016

 400+ world’s most iconic 
landmarks switched off

 6600+ Earth Hour events 
created on Digital maps

 1.2 mil l ion Individual actions 
taken to help change the 
climate change

 Earth Hour 2017 is on 25 
March 2016, 8:30 pm.support of FLEG II program and Federa-

tion of Amateur Cycling and Cycle Tour-
ism of Armenia. Ambassadors of European 
Union, Germany, India, Brazil, Russia and 
many other countries, as well as represent-
atives of international organizations joined 
the marathon ■
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 The Azerbaijani team listened to 
numerous presentations and open class 
lectures on advanced modern learning 
methods, new educational technologies 
and on testing of the forestry employ-
ees. A draft list of proposals aimed to 
improve the current forestry-oriented 
vocational education in Azerbaijan is 
already available and will be submitted 
to the respective institutions soon.  
 The idea to conduct a study tour 
for the teachers and educational ex-
perts dealing with the ecological/forest 
education was conceived as a result of 
consultations between the FLEG II and 
experts from the local Ministry of Ecol-
ogy and Natural Resources (MENR) 
and the Ministry of Education (MoE) 
when launching FLEG II in 2013. “We 
noticed issues with the lack of knowl-
edge on advanced learning and teach-
ing techniques while working together 
with experts from both ministries over 
the tutorials and manuals”, said Azer 
Garayev, FLEG II Coordinator in Azer-
baijan for World Bank.    
 Under the supervision of FLEG II 
Forest Education Consultant Lala Da-
dashova, the teachers from Tovuz State 

Study Tour to Pushkino Forestry-Technical 
School in Russia Produced Proposals to 
Improve Vocational Forestry Education in 
Azerbaijan 

 “The most exciting learning experience” – this is how Azerbaijani 
teachers described the study tour 

V O I C E S
 
Ilgar Mekhdiyev 
Teacher from Tovuz  
State Social-Economic College    

“There is not so much 
forest in Azerbaijan, only 
11% of the total country 
area, which means we are 
destined to protect and 
increase the forestland, 
first of all, through 
introduction of advanced 
learning and studying 
education modules”.

Ulfat Mammadov 
Teacher of  
Shamakha  
State Industrial- 
Economic College   

“Lack of skillful personnel 
is one of the major 
impediments to implement 
the sustainable forest 
management practices in 
Azerbaijan. We do hope to 
improve the current forestry 
education programs and 
the study tour was a huge 
contribution to our efforts”.

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/study-tour-produced-
proposals-to-improve-the-current-forestry-oriented-
vocational-education-in-azerbaijan/

C O N TA C T:

Ms. Fidan Huseynli [World Bank] 
fidan.huseynli@enpi-fleg.org  
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Teachers from Azerbaijan were able to obtain a 
vast amount of knowledge and information from 
the top management, teachers and students of 
the Pushkino Forestry Technical School. 

Social-Economic College and Sham-
akha State Industrial-Economic Col-
lege were able to obtain a vast amount 
of knowledge and information from the 
leadership, teachers and students in the 
technical school. An exchange of manu-
als and tutorials in the warm wishes to 
continue the cooperation in the future 
cemented already friendly links between 
the professionals from both sides ■

 About 60 people took part in a quiz 
organized by FLEG II, and all participants 
received prizes: branded pens and magnets 
with rare animals and plants of Moldova. 
The most knowledgeable participants re-
ceived USB Flash drives with information 
about the Program activities, interesting facts 
about forest and photo archives.   
 The Institute of Forest Research 
and Management and Forestry “Tele-
nesti” brought samples of tree seedlings 
that anyone can plant. The most interest-
ed guests received the seedlings and in-
structions on how to take care of them.  
 In addition, guests took part in an inter-
active discussion with the doctor of biologi-
cal sciences, head of the FLEG II Program in 
Moldova Aurel Lozan and representatives of 
the Institute of Forest Research and Manage-
ment.  The participants were especially con-
cerned about such issues as illegal logging, 
environment pollution, and ways to solve 
these problems ■

Queues Line up to FLEG 
Tent During Europe Day 
Celebrations in Chisinau 
Agency "Moldsilva", Institute of 
Forest Research and Management 
and Agency “Antis Media” presented 
FLEG II at the event

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/
forest-celebration-on-europe-day/

FLEG’s printed publications were also very popular 
with the visitors. 

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Aurel Lozan [IUCN] 
aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org  
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 Children, rural inhabitants, folk 
music fans, artisans, and nature lovers: 
a vast and eclectic crowd  animated the 
2016 edition of the Beech Festival, held 
June 1st through 5th in the Beech Land 
Nature Reserve in Ungheni District, Mol-
dova. The event was organised under the 
auspices of the Ungheni District adminis-
tration and the surrounding communities, 
with the support of Agency Moldsil-
va and the FLEG II Program.  

The Beech Festival: A New Moldovan  
Tradition 

FLEG II team supported the organization  
of the Beech Festival and was awarded  
for its collaboration

V O I C E S
 
Aurel Lozan 
FLEG II Country Program  
Coordinator for IUCN in Moldova     

“The aim of this initiative is 
to raise public awareness 
not only on the importance 
of local forests, symbolized 
by the European beech tree, 
in peoples’ lives but also on 
the richness of the Reserve’s 
biodiversity. In addition, 
the festival is an excellent 
opportunity for locals to gather, 
promote their traditions, sell 
their products made with forest 
resources, and to discuss how 
to manage and protect their 
natural heritage”.

L E A R N  M O R E :

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/the-beech-
festival-a-new-moldovan-tradition/

C O N TA C T:

Mr. Aurel Lozan [IUCN] 
aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org  
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Opening of the Beech Festival

Beadworks produced by local artisans Celebrations in the open-air theater Woodcarvings produced by local artisans 

 Spearheaded by the Ungheni District 
Council, the festival took place for the first 
time in 2013 and, since then, it has become 
a much awaited event which attracts more 
visitors every year.   
 This 2016 edition offered a very 
diverse program: folk music performanc-
es in the open-air theatre; homemade 
dishes prepared with an array of forest 
products including herbs, berries and 
mushrooms; and many types of tradi-

tional handicrafts such as woodcarvings 
and embroidered pictures. Children also 
exhibited drawings they created from their 
lively imaginations on a topic entitled: 
"A Forest through the Eyes of a Child ". 
 The Moldovan FLEG II team, together 
with the local media and communications 
partner Antis-Media, collaborated with the 
Ungheni District Council, the Nature Re-
serve administration and Agency Moldsilva 
to launch this edition of the festival. The 
Ungheni District Council decided to award 
the FLEG II team for the support provided 
for this occasion and for the daily activities 
carried out to cooperate with local commu-
nities in the promotion of their cultural and 
natural heritage ■

  



  





EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
The European Union is the world's largest donor of official development assistance. The 
European Commission’s Directorate General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) manages the bulk of the Union’s financial and technical 
assistance to the neighbourhood and enlargement countries. By implementing assistance 
actions in Europe's eastern and southern neighbourhood, DG NEAR supports reform and 
democratic consolidation, and strengthens the prosperity, stability and security around 
Europe. DG NEAR helps to promote EU values, policies and interests in this region, and to 
contribute to developing the special relationship of the EU with its neighbouring countries.
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm

WORLD BANK
The World Bank Group is one of the world’s largest sources of knowledge and funding for 
its 188 member-countries. The organizations that make up the World Bank Group are owned 
by the governments of member nations, which have the ultimate decision-making power 
within the organizations on all matters, including policy, financial or membership issues. 
The World Bank Group comprises five closely associated institutions: the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association 
(IDA), which together form the World Bank; the International Finance Corporation (IFC); 
the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA); and the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Each institution plays a distinct role in the 
World Bank Group’s mission to end extreme poverty by decreasing the percentage of 
people living on less than $1.25 a day to no more than 3 percent, and promote shared 
prosperity by fostering the income growth of the bottom 40 percent for every country. For 
additional information please visit:
http://www.worldbank.org, http://www.ifc.org, http://www.miga.org

IUCN
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic 
solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. IUCN’s work 
focuses on valuing and conserving nature, ensuring effective and equitable governance 
of its use, and deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges in climate, food and 
development. IUCN supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world, 
and brings governments, NGOs, the UN and companies together to develop policy, laws 
and best practice. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental organisation, 
with more than 1,200 government and NGO members and almost 11,000 volunteer experts 
in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 45 offices and 
hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.
www.iucn.org

WWF
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, 
with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF’s 
mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future 
in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, 
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the 
reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
www.panda.org

About ENPI FLEG Program 

Project Partners

The Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) II European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI) East Countries Programme supports participating countries’ forest governance. At the regional level, 
the Programme aims to implement the 2005 St. Petersburg FLEG Ministerial Declaration and support countries 
to commit to a time-bound action plan; at the national level the Programme will review or revise forest sector 
policies and legal and administrative structures; and improve knowledge of and support for sustainable forest 
management and good forest governance in the participating countries, and at the sub-national (local) level the 
Programme will test and demonstrate best practices for sustainable forest management and the feasibility of 
improved forest governance practices at the field-level on a pilot basis. Participating countries include Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. The Programme is funded by the European Union. 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org

www.enpi-fleg.org


