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2I N T R O D U C T I O N

 Our ENPI FLEG II project has passed the midline of its 
implementation and we had the chance to review it prop-
erly and formally but also to reflect on its achievements, 
space for improvements and natural follow-ups.
I’m honored dear partners, stakeholders and readers to 
open this autumn edition of our newsletter with some 
thoughts linked to the stock-taking time offered by the 
10th anniversary of the St. Petersburg Declaration, the re-
cent review of the EU FLEGT Action Plan and our most re-
cent Steering Committee that has also analyzed the Mid 
Term Report of our project. 
 We are happy to see that most of the evaluations have 
very positive signals in terms of the registered progresses 
towards the main objectives and also about the areas that 
need more focus or strengthened efforts in the coming 
years.
 The EU FLEGT Action Plan has been designed with 
three main pillars ((Ⅰ) supply-side support, (Ⅱ) de-
mand-side measures and (Ⅲ) the dialogue and interna-
tional collaboration for timber trade agreements) and sev-
en action areas. Among the three pillars, our ENPI-FLEG 
II has significantly contributed to the first two, using all 
the relevant and efficient tools available within the forest-
ry sector. Education, capacity building, developments of 
strategies, legal framework improvements, promotion of 
credible certification systems, demonstrative models on 
the ground, pilot initiatives, knowledge transfer and many 
other have been used to consistently contribute to a better 
forest governance within the seven participating countries. 
Looking back and also ahead, I’m so delighted to see the 
way our project has brought together the main stakehold-
ers for a joint effort towards a shared goal, and this goal is 
basically our future. 
 The forestry sector is facing huge challenges world-
wide because of the climate change, the competition for 
land brought by the key commodities, the increased need 
for renewables and a huge ignorance towards the impor-
tance of the woods. In our seven countries we are facing 
mostly forest degradation and basically we cannot afford it 
any longer. Luckily, we are not in a deforestation front but 
this is something we should not take as an advantage but 
as a big responsibility for the way we manage our forests’ 
goods and services. 
 I’m looking forward to the coming year for a strength-
ened effort to make the required steps forward on our way 
and then to continue based on the wonderful teams we es-
tablished in every single country FLEG II is present, be-
cause ultimately, forestry and good governance is about 
people!

S E N D  Y O U R  V I E W S  A N D  I D E A S  TO : 
cbucur@wwfdcp.ro

 
A N D  TO  M Y C O L L E A G U E S :
Ms. Bella Nestorova  
bella.nestorova@ec.europa.eu  
Ms. Gayane Minasyan
gminasyan@worldbank.org 
  
Mr. Richard Aishton  
richard.aishton@iucn.org

Costel Bucur  
FLEG II Program Manager from WWF

mailto:bella.nestorova%40ec.europa.eu?subject=


3I N  F O C U S

The Main Priority for the Final Stage of 
FLEG II: Ensuring Sustainable Results

he meeting brought together rep-
resentatives from: the European 
Union, which funds the program; 

the three implementing organizations 
World Bank, WWF and IUCN; and the 
FLEG National Focal Points who represent 
the seven partner countries Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, 
and Ukraine.
 The preliminary results of the Pro-
gram’s Mid-Term Review were presented 
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while the immediate results of FLEG II are 
highly positive, this may not be sufficient 
to transform the progress into significant 
long-term impacts because countervailing 
forces (socio-political circumstances) remain 
and may work against progress made.
 The program is reaching its final year 
and therefore the key priorities for the re-
maining 15 months include consolidating and 
institutionalizing results achieved, and devis-
ing exit strategies that will help maximize the 
long-term impacts of FLEG II and promote 
their sustainability. Moreover, as highlighted 
by Bella Nestorova, representative of the 
European Commission and FLEG Program 
manager who co-chaired the meeting, specif-
ic efforts need to be made to document and 
communicate the outcomes of the Program’s 
activities in an effective way.
 In its afternoon session, the Steering 
Committee Meeting approved country work 
plans as well as the regional workplan. It 
was also recognized that country and region-
al activities may need to be adjusted and 
discussed with Country National Program 
Advisory Committees in light with the rec-
ommendations of the Mid-Term-Review ■

V O I C E S

Aneil  
Singh  
Head of Operations of  
the EU Delegation to Moldova

“This project is trying to help 
communities create a strong 
basis for growth and sustain-
able development. We aim 
to find practical and tangible 
solutions for countries 
involved in this project. It is 
less about long speeches 
and more about dealing with 
real forest issues”.

The participants discussed 
progress during the second 
year of the Program, reviewed 
and approved work plans 
for the upcoming year, and 
talked about priorities for the 
program’s final year.





The FLEG II Steering Committee, the highest decision-making 
body of the program, met in Chisinau, Moldova

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

	 Some of the program’s 
achievements in the past 
year:

  Over 1,000 stakeholders in 
the region were trained to 
use, manage and govern 
forests sustainably.

  Over 1200 householders 
were surveyed to deter-
mine forest income and 
natural resource value 
added. 

  Over 50 practit ioners in 
natural resource manage-
ment have experienced 
business and management 
models in EU countries.

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/the-main-priority-for-the-final-
stage-of-fleg-2-will-be-ensuring-sustainable-results/ 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru 

V O I C E S
 
Bilal  
Rahill  
Director of the Environment & 
Natural Resources Global Prac-
tice at the World Bank 

“We know that forests in your 
countries play a very impor-
tant role – they represent 
more than 20% of global 
forests. Because of this and 
the crucial role of forests for 
climate change mitigation, 
employment and rural 
development, and biodiversity 
conservation, it is extremely 
important that we focus and 
continue to work on sound 
and good forest governance. 
This regional program is offer-
ing exactly that opportunity”.

at the meeting. The review was done by 
independent consultants and showed that 
FLEG is helping the participating countries 
in setting a pathway toward sustainabili-
ty, and looking at forests from a long-term 
sustainability perspective, rather than as a 
resource to be exploited for short-term gain. 
However, the mid-term review concluded 
that without continued support and engage-
ment, there is a danger that the impacts will 
fade over time. According to the review, 



http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/the-main-priority-for-the-final-stage-of-fleg-2-will-be-ensuring-sustainable-results/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/the-main-priority-for-the-final-stage-of-fleg-2-will-be-ensuring-sustainable-results/


4I N  F O C U S

Members of the “FLEG II Program – Complementary 
Measures for Georgia and Armenia” Meet in Armenia 

he “ENPI East Countries FLEG 
II Program — Complementary Mea-
sures for Georgia and Armenia” is 

supported by the Austrian Development 
Agency (ADA), the operational unit of Aus-
trian Development Cooperation (ADC), and 
is implemented in Armenia and Georgia.
The 2015 Steering Committee Meeting was 
co-chaired by Mr. Nikoloz Grdzelidze, from 
ADA, National Program Officer at the of-
fice for South Caucasus, and Mr. Tuukka 
Castrén, Senior Forestry Specialist from 
the World Bank.
 At the beginning of the meeting the 
participants discussed the proposals and 
recommendations put forward during the 
ENPI FLEG II Program Steering Committee 
meeting, held in September 2015 in Chisinau, 
Moldova. Moreover, the conclusions of the 
Program’s mid-term review were examined.
 The meeting continued with presen-
tations of FLEG National Focal Points 

T
(government-appointed leaders of each 
country’s  National  Program Advisory 
Committees), providing an update and 
progress made in both Armenia and Geor-
gia and highlighting planned activities 
for Year Two. In their speeches, both 
FLEG National Focal Points Mr. Martun 
Matevosyan, Director of SNCO Hayan-
tar (Armenia) and Mr. Tornike Gvazava, 
Head of the National Forestry Agency of 
Georgia, highlighted the key role played 
by FLEG II in the forest sectors of their 
respective nations.
 The  meet ing  discussed and ap-
proved — with some modifications — the 
country work plans for Armenia and Geor-
gia. The Program will continue supporting 
the development of forestry policy and 
legislation, establishment of sanctuaries 
as pilot for sustainable forest manage-
ment and capacity building for relevant 
bodies in both countries ■

V O I C E S
 
Nikoloz Grdzelidze   
National Program  
Officer at the ADA office  
for South Caucasus 

“Austrian Development 
Cooperation concentrates on 
promoting the agriculture and 
forestry sectors in Georgia 
and Armenia to fulfill its cen-
tral objectives in developing 
and transforming countries 
to address such important 
issues as poverty reduction, 
ensuring peace and human 
security and the preservation 
of the environment”.

The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Nikoloz 
Grdzelidze, from ADA, National Program 
Officer at the office for South Caucasus, 
and Mr. Tuukka Castrén, Senior Forestry 
Specialist from the World Bank.



The 2nd Steering Committee meeting provided guidance on the strategic  
direction of the Program, as well as reviewed and approved country workplans 

for the next year
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L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-the-fleg-2-program-
complementary-measures-for-georgia-and-armenia-met-in-armenia/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru 

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-the-fleg-2-program-complementary-measures-for-georgia-and-armenia-met-in-armenia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-the-fleg-2-program-complementary-measures-for-georgia-and-armenia-met-in-armenia/


Nazeli Vardanyan carried out the roadshow 
together with Amalya Hambardzumyan, expert 
in Awareness Raising and Natural Resources 
Conservation, Inga Zarafyan, expert in 
Environmental Media and Public Mobilization, 
and Erik Grigoryan, Environmental Economist, 
who conducted desk study.

The village of Artavan
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2015 FLEG Roadshow:  
The Hotline between Yerevan and Your Village

hat?! They did not receive the 8m3 
of deadwood? I will find the re-
sponsible for this!” cried Martun 

Matevosyan, Director of Hayantar SNCO 
and FLEG Focal Point in Armenia, at the 
phone with Nazeli Vardanyan, Director 
of Armenian Forests NGO. The villagers 
that timidly gathered in Artavan mayor’s 
office, where the call happened, looked 
at each other in disbelief: they were in 
direct contact with the central authorities 
in Yerevan!
 “We arrived in Artavan, a small vil-
lage of Vayots Dzor Province, on October 
5, and invited everyone to the town hall 
to explain the aim of our visit, but only 
a few followed” said Ms. Vardanyan, who 
coordinated the roadshow. “They were 
suspicious, until someone recognized me 
from an interview on TV and reassured 
the others”. 
 Between August and October 2015, 
the same activity was repeated other 19 
times by the FLEG team of experts who 
travelled from village to village in the Ar-
menian marzes of Lori, Tavush, Vayots 
Dzor, and Syunik. The crew would drive to 
the selected forest-dependent community 
and talk directly with the residents and 
local authorities to collect their ideas and 
concerns about the management of forests 
in that area. 

W

FLEG crew of experts visited 20 forest-dependent Armenian 
communities to give voice to their needs and concerns

V O I C E S
 
Luba  
Balyan   
Country Program  
Coordinator for IUCN  
Armenia 

“This story is a great 
example of how FLEG 
activities can exert 
tangible impacts on 
people’s lives. As 
stated in the Saint 
Petersburg Declaration, 
it is fundamental to 
recognize the rights 
of forest dependent 
communities to socio-
economic development 
by protecting, at the 
same time, their natural 
resources”.

 This initiative follows a previous se-
ries of roadshows carried out in 2010. On 
that occasion, the itinerant team elaborat-
ed a package of recommendations based 
on the issues raised by the locals, and sub-
mitted it to the central authorities. This 
document was taken into careful consid-
eration by the government and stimulated 
a constructive debate, which led to the 
adoption of some of those proposals. 
 A complex issue observed during the 
2010 roadshow was the impossibility for 
many forest-dependent households to ac-
cess fuel for heating.  Some of them could 
not afford the costs of electricity, gas, and 
fossil fuels, and, in some cases, the in-
frastructure system was not developed 
enough to provide basic energy services. 
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6I N  F O C U S

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/2015-fleg-roadshow-the-
hotline-between-yerevan-and-your-village/ 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Luba Balyan  [IUCN] 
luba.balyan@enpi-fleg.org  

Google map showing the locations of the Roadshows: 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=zB-
eGSscL1dw.kbwl9E8ir6yc

The only source of heating available to 
them was firewood. 
 To meet the demand of fuelwood and 
avoid illegal cutting of forests, the gov-
ernment – upon FLEG’s input – passed 
a decree, which entitled residents of for-
est-dependent communities to receive 8m3 
of deadwood free of charge per year.
 Nevertheless, the complete imple-
mentation of the decree is far from being 
achieved, like the case of Artavan shows. 
The families of this village received their 
8 m3 of wood in 2014, but the head of the 
local forestry branch announced that this 
amount was no longer available.
 “After hearing all this, I decided to 
phone Mr. Matevosyan right away and ask 
for clarification,” said Ms. Vardanyan.

V O I C E S
 
Nazeli  
Vardanyan   
Environmental attorney  
and Director of Armenian 
Forests NGO 

“Life in remote forest-depend-
ent communities is extremely 
challenging. The harsh con-
ditions originated from critical 
social, economic, demograph-
ic, and environmental factors 
are often further worsened by 
inefficient administration, and 
forest management plays a 
crucial role”.

Inhabitants of Artavan discussing 
their needs and concerns in the 
town hall, where the call with 
Martun Matevosyan took place. 
Mr. Matevosyan is the Director of 
Hayantar SNCO, the agency under 
the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Armenia that manages 
75% of forests in the country.



	©
 A

ll 
P

ho
to

s 
—

 “
A

rm
en

ia
n 

F
or

es
ts

” 
N

G
O

 f
or

 I
U

C
N

Nazeli Vardanyan and the 
Roadshow team arriving in Artavan, 
a remote village of the sparsely 
populated province of Vayots Dzor, 
on October 5, 2015.



 After a quick investigation, it emerged 
that this decision was taken by the staff 
of the Regional Governor Office and the 
Head of the local forestry branch in Arta-
van. Therefore, Mr. Matevosyan ordered 
the responsible to reach the mayor’s room 
immediately. 
 “Shortly later” continued Ms. Vardan-
yan, “the responsible arrived and promised 
to deliver the required amount of wood to 
the households. I insisted that they initi-
ated the administrative process straight 
off, and I promised to the people that we 
would monitor the case”. 
 The team is currently analysing the 
data gathered during the roadshow. The 
experts will then compile a report and a set 
of proposals to present to the government. 
This document will hopefully contribute 
to the improvement of forest-dependent 
communities’ conditions. For now, one 
tangible result has been already obtained: 
people in Artavan received a prompt an-
swer thanks to FLEG’s intervention ■





http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/2015-fleg-roadshow-the-hotline-between-yerevan-and-your-village/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/2015-fleg-roadshow-the-hotline-between-yerevan-and-your-village/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=zB-eGSscL1dw.kbwl9E8ir6yc
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=zB-eGSscL1dw.kbwl9E8ir6yc


 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 This activity involved 
universities and research 
centers of 5 countries — 
Ukraine, Poland, Switzer-
land, Italy, and Turkey

7I N  F O C U S

Moving on the International Chessboard 
to Save Boxwood

FLEG II leads an international team of experts to stop 
massive decline of Georgian boxwood forests
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L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/moving-on-the-
international-chessboard-to-save-boxwood/ 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Marika Kavtarishvili  [IUCN]  
marika.kavtarishvili@iucn.org  

Over the past four years, the deg-
radation of boxwood forests caused 
by Calonectria pseudonaviculata, 

a dangerous invasive insect species, has be-
come an issue of major concern in Georgia, 
and the forestry agencies lack specialists 
to tackle this problem effectively.
 In 2014, the Agency of Protected 
Areas, followed by the National Forestry 
Agency, asked for help to FLEG, which 
has become one of the key players in the 
country’s forest sector.

O

 Thanks to the international network 
established through the years, Marika Ka-
vtarishvili, Country Program Coordinator 
for IUCN Georgia, was able to extend the 
call for experts beyond Georgian borders 
and recruit Dr. Iryna Matsiakh, Assistant at 
the Forestry Department of the Ukrainian 
National Forestry University in Lviv, spe-
cialist in pest management.
 Dr. Matsiakh conducted several field 
trips in 2014-15 to identify the root causes 
for the spread of this pest and to propose 
effective prevention measures. 
 The samples collected during the trips 
were sent for analysis to the National Forest-
ry University of Ukraine, the Forest Research 
Institute in Warsaw, Poland, the University 
of Applied Sciences of Western Switzerland, 
and DIBAF University of Tuscia, Italy. Dr. 

Matsiakh was also invited to visit Süleyman 
Demirel University in Isparta, Turkey, for a 
short-term scientific mission.
 Georgian authorities and FLEG em-
barked on a joint path of collaboration, 
which is far from reaching its end. FLEG 
strongly believes in fostering cooperation 
between different actors at a global level, 
as stated in the St. Petersburg Declaration. 
As this experience shows, this is a winning 
strategy to face the most difficult challenges 
in the forest sector ■

V O I C E S
 
Marika  
Kavtarishvili  
Country Program  
Coordinator for IUCN Georgia 

“Sound plans of long-term 
human intervention and 
efficient forest management 
are the only possible moves 
remaining to checkmate 
these destructive pests, 
and joining efforts at 
the international level 
is fundamental”.

Georgian and Ukrainian 
specialists conducting a field 
trip in Georgian forests. 

Dr. Matsiakh 
visiting a forest 
in Ambrolauri 
together with the 
representatives 
of the central and 
regional forest 
authorities. Larvae of Cydalima 

perspectalis. 

Discussing the issue of pest management 
during a field trip. Sharing knowledge and 
best practices with international experts 
plays a key role in facing the current 
challenges of the forest sector. 

 













http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/moving-on-the-international-chessboard-to-save-boxwood/ 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/moving-on-the-international-chessboard-to-save-boxwood/ 
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FLEG II Helps Improve the Legislation on the 
Public Access to Forest Resources

A new draft law has been submitted to Verkhovna Rada,  
the Ukrainian Parliament

L E A R N  M O R E :
Draft law 2515а from August 20, 2015: 
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/
webproc4_1?id=&pf3511=56280 (in Ukrainian)

he new draft law is titled “On 
Amendments to Certain Legisla-
tive Acts of Ukraine to Guarantee 

the Rights of Citizens for the Common Use 
of Forest Resources”. In particular, it sig-
nificantly reduces the term of forest use 
for cultural, health, recreational, athletic, 
tourist, educational, and research purposes, 
from 49 to 1–3 years.

T

 This will help improve the control 
over forest users. Now, when they breach 
the conditions of the contract, it is very 
difficult to terminate the contract, and the 
authorities often have to wait till the end 
of the 49-year-long term in order to reject 
to re-contract. Forest users often abuse this 
situation, and use the forest for purposes 
not specified in the contract, surround the 
territory with fences, don't allow local com-
munities to use the forest to collect berries 
and mushrooms, build permanent struc-
tures, etc. If the term becomes shorter, they 
will be interested in the extension of the 
contract, and will treat the contract limits.

C O N TA C T:
Oleg Lystopad [World Bank] 
oleg.lystopad@enpi-fleg.org 
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The new draft law was included in the Agenda 
of Verkhovna Rada on September 15, 2015.

Today, people who have a contract for 
using a forest often take advantage of 
the contract's enormous length (49 year) 
and abuse their right to use the forest. A 
common practice is to surround the forest 
with a fence, restricting public access and 
preventing local people from using it - for 
example, to collect berries and mushrooms.



FLEG II recommendations that became the 
basis for certain parts of the new draft law: 
http://www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1138 (in Ukrainian)

 According to the draft law, the infor-
mation on all the contracts for long-term 
temporary use of forests will be published 
on the official government websites with-
in 10 days after the registration, and with 
all  the details,  including the location 
of the forest, its area, purpose and term 
of use, etc.
 The author of the draft, member of 
Parliament Ostap Ednak, researched long-
term studies conducted by FLEG I, which 
were followed by discussions on multiple 
levels. Part of the draft is dedicated to the 
ownership of forests and was prepared with 
the help of other, non-FLEG experts.
 To obtain a wider range of views and 
comments after the first reading of the 
draft law, FLEG II will organize a round 
table with all interested parties.
 FLEG II hopes that the Program's 
recommendations that helped develop the 
draft law, will allow improving the legal 
basis for ensuring the right of people for 
common use of forest resources ■







http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?id=&pf3511=56280
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?id=&pf3511=56280
http://www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1138
www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-2-engages-local-population-in-the-preparation-of-a-sustainable-forest-management-plan-in-azerbaijan
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A New Sanctuary will be Established 
in Tavush Region of Armenia

The mapping and optimization 
of the boundaries of three forest 
protected areas have been 
finalized

Brown bear (Ursus arctos) is one of 
the inhabitants of the new sanctuary

Caucasian black grouse (Tetrao 
mlokosiewiczi) is another permanent 
resident of the Ijevan sanctuary







The map of the Ijevan sanctuary  
is ready to be approved

n the framework of the ADA sup-
ported “ENPI East Countries FLEG 
II Program — Complementary Mea-

sures for Georgia and Armenia” Ijevan Sanc-
tuary will be established in Tavush Region 
of Armenia on the basis of three existing 
forest sanctuaries.

I

 At present, the mapping and optimiza-
tion of the boundaries of three forest pro-
tected areas have been finalized (see map). 
The other planned activities include devel-
opment of management plan and prepara-
tion of draft legal documents for establish-
ment of the sanctuary and approval of the 
map and charter, human and technical ca-
pacity building. The new sanctuary will in-
corporate existing valuable areas along with 
some modified areas, which can be subject 
to restoration.

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/establishment-of-ijevan-sanctuary-
in-tavush-region-of-armenia/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Siranush Galstyan [WWF] 
sgalstyan@wwfcaucasus.org

	©
 A

ll 
P

ho
to

s 
—

 W
W

F
 A

rm
en

ia

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Establishment of Ijevan 
Sanctuary, with an area of 
about 13,000 ha, aims to 
conserve rich biodiversity of 
the area, including some en-
dangered species registered 
in the Red Book of Armenia 
and IUCN Red List. 

 The Government of Armenia 
included establishment of Ije-
van Sanctuary in the Strategy 
and Action Plan for Special-
ly Protected Nature Areas 
adopted in September 2014.

 “The sanctuary will also ensure con-
nectivity with Dilijan National Park in Ar-
menia as it is continuation of similar for-
est ecosystems”, says Siranush Galstyan, 
FLEG II Program Country Coordinator for 
WWF-Armenia. “The mapping and clari-
fication of boundaries of forest sanctuar-
ies in Armenia is very important. It serves 
as a basis for management planning and 
improvement of management. Ultimate-
ly it will bring to protection of threatened 
species as well as contribute to socio-eco-
nomic development of adjacent communi-
ties through improved ecosystem services 
in the area” ■





http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/establishment-of-ijevan-sanctuary-in-tavush-region-of-armenia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/establishment-of-ijevan-sanctuary-in-tavush-region-of-armenia/


300 copies of the textbook have 
already been sent to forest 
educational institutions and other 
organizations in Russia 

This image from the textbook 
illustrates timber supply stages 
“from the producer to the 
consumer” that certification 
schemes such as FSC help to 
track 

With the help of the so-called 
“Boston matrix”, the textbook 
shows how to determine the level 
of public participation in a project 
depending on different risk factors 
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FLEG II Publishes Second Edition 
of a Popular Textbook for Russian Students

The new edition of “Forest Law Enforcement and Governance in the 
Russian Federation” is already in high demand at higher education 

institutions

ts first version was published in 
2011 and was highly demanded by 
professional development and high-

er education institutions, specializing in for-
estry. However, in view of the need to re-
flect the broad range of new government 
efforts in this area, that textbook was sub-
stantially updated, which was of particular 
importance on the eve of the 10th anniver-
sary of the FLEG Ministerial Process in Eu-
rope and Northern Asia (ENA FLEG). 
 The textbook gives students knowl-
edge in government and economic manage-
ment of forests. It teaches future specialists 
to take administrative decisions regarding 
the use, restoration, and protection of for-
ests, prevention and reduction of illegal ac-
tivities and corruption.
 The textbook consists of 6 modules: le-
gal, regulatory, and organizational aspects 
of the fight against illegal activities; orga-
nization and implementation of state for-
est control; accounting of harvested wood; 
forest certification and other market incen-
tives for legal forest use; work with the civil 
society; corruption risks related to the for-
est legislation.

I

 The readers of the textbooks will get 
answers to such question as “Which docu-
ments must a forest user have for logging 
forest plantations?”, “Which timber must 
be labeled?”, “Which supporting documents 
must transported wood have?”, “What ar-
guments can be used to convince the head 
of the organization to provide additional 
funds for an expanded program of public 
participation?” and many others.

 The textbook is recommended for use 
in programs of higher and middle profes-
sional education, for Bachelor’s degree for-
estry programs, and for professional devel-
opment of mid-level management, as well 
in retraining and skills development pro-
grams for additional education ■

L E A R N  M O R E :
The textbook for downloading (in Russian):  
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/ru/docs/
sovershenstvovanie-pravoprimeneniia-i- 
upravleniia-v-lesnom-sektore-rossiiskoi-federatcii/

The Content and Introduction (in English):  
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/docs/uchebnoe-posobie-
pravoprimenenie-i-upravlenie-v-sfere-ispol-zovaniia-
okhrany-zashchity-i-vosproizvodstva-lesov/







C O N TA C T:
Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru 
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http://www.enpi-fleg.org/ru/docs/sovershenstvovanie-pravoprimeneniia-i-
upravleniia-v-lesnom-sektore-rossiiskoi-federatcii/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/ru/docs/sovershenstvovanie-pravoprimeneniia-i-
upravleniia-v-lesnom-sektore-rossiiskoi-federatcii/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/ru/docs/sovershenstvovanie-pravoprimeneniia-i-
upravleniia-v-lesnom-sektore-rossiiskoi-federatcii/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/docs/uchebnoe-posobie-pravoprimenenie-i-upravlenie-v-sfere-ispol-zovaniia-okhrany-zashchity-i-vosproizvodstva-lesov/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/docs/uchebnoe-posobie-pravoprimenenie-i-upravlenie-v-sfere-ispol-zovaniia-okhrany-zashchity-i-vosproizvodstva-lesov/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/docs/uchebnoe-posobie-pravoprimenenie-i-upravlenie-v-sfere-ispol-zovaniia-okhrany-zashchity-i-vosproizvodstva-lesov/
http://www.fleg.org.ua/docs/1098
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A child showing interest in the educational 
material produced by FLEG along with 
Moldsilva and Antis Media, and distributed 
in occasion of Europe Day in Chisinau, 
May 2015. 

The winners of the Forest 
Knowledge contest organised in 
occasion of the participation of 
young students in a radio program 
at Radio Moldova 1 in Chisinau, 
March 2013. 
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Communication and Transparency: Building Bridges 
between Moldsilva and Moldovan Citizens

FLEG contributes to improving Moldsilva’s website  
to make it more user-friendly and transparent 

or the past four years, Moldsilva, 
the central public authority for for-
estry and hunting in Moldova, has 

adopted a process of improving its commu-
nication and transparency procedures, and 
FLEG plays an active role in it.
 Since 2013, FLEG and Antis Media 
have cooperated to develop Moldsilva’s “For-
est Communication and Knowledge Plan”, 
which entails various activities organised 
with local forest authorities, educational 
institutions, and local media.
 Festivals, art contests for students, 
workshops for children, and the creation 
of educational materials for schools are ex-
amples of initiatives conceived in the new 
strategy, aiming to involve a wide range of 
persons, especially youth.
 A considerable part of the plan is ded-
icated to the renewal of Moldsilva’s website, 
from both stylistic and content perspectives.
A crucial factor that was taken into con-
sideration was that information had to be 
communicated not only more effectively, 
but also in a more transparent way. Accord-

F







L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/communication-and-
transparency-building-bridges-between-moldsilva-and-
moldovan-citizens/ 

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Aurel Lozan [IUCN] 
aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org

V O I C E S
 
Aurel 
Lozan  
FLEG II Program  
Coordinator for  
IUCN Moldova 

“The measures 
introduced with the new 
communications plan 
have already borne fruit: 
the number of visitors to 
the website have nearly 
tripled, and all initiatives 
succeeded in involving a 
considerable number of 
participants, especially 
children and young 
students”.

ingly, the structure now includes new sec-
tions dedicated to timber auctions, public 
procurements, new legislation and polic-
es, job positions in the forest sector, and 
best practices.
 The improvement of the communica-
tions strategy and of the transparency lev-
el represents fundamental steps in making 
people more aware of the issues related to 
forest resources and their governance.

 As stated in the Saint Petersburg Dec-
laration, in order to make forest law en-
forcement more effective, it is essential that 
information on forest management and pol-
icies is made readily available to the pub-
lic. Communication tools like websites are 
therefore important bridges to bring the cit-
izens closer to public authorities ■

The winners of the contest “Discover Your 
Forests” at the end of the workshops 
organised in Autumn 2014 as part of the 
Forest Communication and Knowledge Plan. 
Over 100 students participated in the three 
interactive workshops held by Moldsilva in 
coordination with FLEG and Antis Media.







St. Petersburg Declaration:  
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/about/st-petersburg-
declaration/ 

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/communication-and-transparency-building-bridges-between-moldsilva-and-moldovan-citizens/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/communication-and-transparency-building-bridges-between-moldsilva-and-moldovan-citizens/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/communication-and-transparency-building-bridges-between-moldsilva-and-moldovan-citizens/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/about/st-petersburg-declaration/ 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/about/st-petersburg-declaration/ 
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Forested watersheds are the 
only source of drinking water for 
the entire population living in 
mountain regions of Azerbaijan.

Kurekchay river
Gakh forest
Gakh State Nature Reserve 

Forests are considered to be as 
a source of life — filtering air and 
water while providing food, medicines 
and livelihoods.

”Save Our Forests, Our Lungs,  
Our Treasure”

A short video has been prepared to raise awareness about the 
importance of biodiversity and ecosystem of Azerbaijan forests

here is a strong historical evidence 
that the Tugay forests used to occu-
py extensive areas along the Kura 

and Araz rivers in Azerbaijan. Recently, 
most of the Tugay forests in the country 
consist of poplar trees. Due to intensive de-
forestation, most of Tugay forests are swept 
out or replaced by urbanized lands. Flow 
regulation in the Kura River has also af-
fected Tugay forests — reducing areas of 
floodplains.

T









L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/save-our-forests-our-lungs-our-treasure/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Konul Ahmadova [WWF] 
kahmadova@wwfcaucasus.org

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 The mountain forests 
of Azerbaijan consist 
of a broad range of 
tree species. Oriental 
beech (Fagus orientalis), 
Georgian oak (Quercus 
iberica), Chestnut oak 
(Quercus castaneifolia) 
and hornbeam (Carpinus 
betulus) are the main trees 
that comprise mountain 
forests.

 1027.30 Thousand ha 
is covered by forests in 
Azerbaijan, corresponding 
11.8% of the country area.

 At the same time, forests have a crucial 
role in the lives of the Azerbaijani people:  

  Fuel wood is major source   
  of energy for rural areas in   
  Azerbaijan.
  Forested watersheds are the only  
  source of drinking water for the 
  entire population living in moun- 
  tain regions of Azerbaijan.
  Forested mountain areas are the 
  preferred recreational areas for 
  tourists in Azerbaijan.

 To raise awareness about the impor-
tance of saving the Azerbaijani forests, FLEG 
II produced a video that shows the beauty 
of nature and explains the huge role of for-
ests in our life.
 The viewers are encouraged to sup-
port sustainable forestry, choose recycled 
products, save paper, and spread the word 
about the need to save Azerbaijani forests 
from destruction ■





 

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/save-our-forests-our-lungs-our-treasure/
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The award to Marika Kavtarishvili for her contribution to the 
development of the state forest sector, signed by the Minister 
of Environment and Natural Resources Protection of Georgia,  
Mr. Gigla Agulashvili, on October 10, 2015.

Marika Kavtarishvili, FLEG Country 
Program Coordinator for IUCN Georgia, 
awarded by the Georgian Minister of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Protection of Georgia, Mr. Gigla Agulashvili.
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Marika Kavtarishvili Awarded at the Day 
of Foresters in Georgia  

The award was given for her valuable contribution to the 
development of the state forest sector

n October 10, Georgia celebrated 
the National Day of Foresters. On 
this occasion, the Minister of En-

vironment and Natural Resources Protec-
tion awarded people from the Ministry and 
external organizations, who distinguished 
themselves for their valuable contribution 
to the development of the state forest sec-
tor. Marika Kavtarishvili, FLEG II Coun-
try Program Coordinator for IUCN Geor-
gia, earned this prestigious award thanks 
to her dedication and commitment to the 
improvement and conservation of the na-
tional forestry resources.
 The event was organized by the Minis-
try of Environment and Natural Resources 
Protection together with GIZ (German Inter-
national Cooperation) and CENN (Caucasus 
Environmental NGO Network), and attend-
ed by the Minister and the Deputy-Minister, 
the head of the National Forestry Agency, 
the head of the Forest Policy Service and 
other staff of the Ministry, as well as the 
representatives from Austrian Development 
Agency (ADA) Caucasus Office, GIZ Cauca-
sus Office, foreign Embassies, NGO sector, 
Scientific institutions, regions etc.

O







L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/marika-kavtarishvili-
awarded-at-the-day-of-foresters-in-georgia/ 

C O N TA C T:
Ms.Marika Kavtarishvili  [IUCN] 
marika.kavtarishvili@iucn.org 

V O I C E S
 
Marika  
Kavtarishvili   
Country Program  
Coordinator for IUCN Georgia 

“To get all of the FLEG II 
work done, you need a 
committed and passionate 
team, and that is exactly 
what FLEG is. This award is 
the result of our joint efforts 
and belongs to the whole 
crew”.

http://moe.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_
id=40&info_id=4051 (in Georgian)

 In Georgia, FLEG collaborates with 
the key agencies of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources Protection 
of Georgia, namely the Agency of Protected 
Areas, the National Forestry Agency and the 
Environmental Information and Education 
Center. Program’s work includes the prepa-
ration of baseline studies and the develop-
ment of training modules for state officials 
to foster they capacity building. Moreover, 
FLEG II team makes their best to help Geor-
gian public authorities address some com-
plex issues that need broad cooperation to 
be solved, such as the propagation of dan-
gerous forest pests and diseases. The Pro-
gram is also supporting the government in 
designing and implementing a program to 
provide local communities with fuelwood ■



http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/marika-kavtarishvili-awarded-at-the-day-of-foresters-in-georgia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/marika-kavtarishvili-awarded-at-the-day-of-foresters-in-georgia/
http://moe.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=40&info_id=4051
http://moe.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=40&info_id=4051
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FLEG Celebrates 
Milestone 
Anniversary

years  ago ,  the  Europe 
and North Asia Ministe-
rial Conference on Forest 

Law Enforcement and Governance in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, brought to-
gether nearly 300 participants from 
48 countries representing governments, 
the private sector, civil society and in-
ternational organizations.  
 The Conference yielded the St. Pe-
tersburg Declaration, an expression 
of commitment by 44 governments 
from the Europe and North Asia re-
gion and other participating coun-
tries to take action to address illegal 
logging and associated forest crimes. 
The participating governments also 
identified an Indicative List of Ac-
tions for the implementation of the 
Declaration, which are included as an 
annex to the Declaration.  
 We asked our experts — partici-
pants of the Ministerial Conference in 
St. Petersburg and their successors — 
to assess the impact of those events on 
forests today and suggest measures to 
reinforce this impact.

F E A T U R E

We asked 9 experts how St.Petersburg 
Declaration influenced the forests today and 
what efforts governments and society should 
focus on now

10

 The Minister ia l  Con-
ference had a lot of posi-
tive impacts on forests in 
my country: new approach-
es to planning, the quali-
ty of timber tracking, new 
technologies in forest pro-
tect ion,  qual i ty  changes 
in forest activities, profes-
sional growth of foresters, 
and others. To continue the 
successful implementation 
of the Declaration, it is im-
portant to implement the 
ideas and approaches that 
have been developed with-
in FLEG, for example, the 
creation of “model” forests.

 The most significant impact of the ENA FLEG Ministerial Conference on forests 
today is the level of information/data provided to government authorities and the 
large public, based on studies undertaken, about forest condition as well as sub-
sequent decisions that are going to be taken to ensure an improved management 
of all forest resources regardless their ownership.
 In my opinion, both NGOs and Government institutions (through a solid finan-
cial support of the forestry sector) should participate more actively in communica-
tion/awareness activities about the benefits the forest ecosystems can have as well  
as about problems the sector faces.

Sadig Salmanov,   
Head of a Sector in the Forest De-
velopment Department of Ministry 
of Ecology and Natural Resources of 
Azerbaijan. He personally participat-
ed in the Ministerial Conference in the 
Delegation of Azerbaijan.

Nikolay Yushkevich   
Represented Belarus at the Ministe-
rial Conference as the Deputy Min-
ister of the Ministry of Forestry of 
the Republic of Belarus at the time.

Petru  
Rotaru  
Director, Department of 
the Forest Fund, Protected 
Areas and Hunting, Agency 
Moldsilva, FLEG II Focal 
Point. He participated in 
the Ministerial Conference 
in the Delegation of 
Moldova.

 The FLEG process has 
contributed to a gradual open-
ness of the forest sector to the 
stakeholders, which added in 
the transparency and made it 
attractive to the public. The 
public participation in the con-
text of preservation and protec-
tion of the forests become pos-
sible. We see now much better 
the real needs and the degree 
of dependency of the local pop-
ulation from the forest. It helps 
us correct our work consider-
ing the real needs of population 
on the ground. Another signifi-
cant impact is increasing of the 
institutional level of the forest 
sector employees on different 
levels through the development 
of special study programs, re-
gional cooperat ion and ex-
change of experience among 
the participating countries.



 
 
Nalin M. Kishor  
Senior Nat. Res. Economist, Pro-
gram on Forests (PROFOR) of 
the World Bank, was closely in-
volved in the processes leading 
up to, and in the Ministerial Con-
ference itself.

 The Declaration captured the 
essence of our strategy to improve 
the quality of governance for the 
sector and stamp out its symptoms 
such as illegal logging, forest crimes, 
social conflicts and the like. The 
strategy saw an important role for all 
stakeholders — governments, CSOs, 
media, development banks, etc. and 
embodied the philosophy that, “gov-
ernance was too important to be 
left only in the hands of the govern-
ment”. I believe that this — proposing 
a multi-stakeholder approach — was 
a signal achievement of the Decla-
ration. I can look back over the 10 
years with a huge sense of satis-
faction because the follow-on initia-
tives to implement the indicative list 
of actions in the Declaration, big and 
small, have all subscribed to work-
ing with the entire spectrum of stake-
holders. I truly believe that the most 
transformational changes and most 
durable progress are being achieved 
because all stakeholders are being 
empowered to play their roles.

 
 It is important now to put more effort not just into ensuring legality of forest 
use, but also into improving legal framework and law enforcement practices, so 
that the legislation could fully guarantee the protection and rational use of forest 
resources and the long-term benefits of the business and the society.  
 Now is the time when neither government nor NGOs can achieve tangible re-
sults by working alone. FLEG II Program gives a great opportunity to join efforts 
of the civil society, scientific institutions, and forest management government agen-
cies to improve forest management practices.

Elena Kulikova  
Senior Expert and Acting Head 
of the Forest for Society Pro-
gramme at the European Forest 
Institute. She was Co-Facilita-
tor for ENA FLEG Negotiating 
Parties and Head of WWF-Rus-
sia Forest Program at the time 
of the Conference.

 The Ministerial conference 
helped create a new political en-
vironment that favors solutions 
aimed at the prevention of ille-
gal logging and trade. This envi-
ronment includes, besides gov-
ernment officials, representatives 
of business, NGOs, science, and 
education. This process, which 
started in St. Petersburg in 2005, 
united multiple previously uncoor-
dinated stakeholders. To ensure 
legality, it linked forest sector with 
outside agencies: customs, police, 
transportation. Forest growth and 
use process — with timber mar-
kets. It created multiple regional, 
national, and bilateral initiatives, 
including those aimed at building 
new national legislation and har-
monizing it with new international 
legal efforts to eradicate trade in 
illegally harvested timber and tim-
ber products.

15F E A T U R E

Alexander Panfilov  
Deputy Head of the Federal Forestry Agen-
cy of Russia

 The Conference in 2005 yielded the first in-
ternational document approved on the Ministeri-
al level that said that the responsibility for illegal 
timber production lies both on countries that har-
vest this timber and on those that buy it.  
 Since then, we have advanced in many ar-
eas. Not just law enforcement, but even law it-
self has significantly changed. The St.Petersburg 
declaration spurred many important legal re-
forms in the world, including 2008 Amendments to 
U. S. Lacey Act, EU Timber Regulation (2010), and 
the new Russian Federal Law 415 (2013), which 
helped considerably improve timber tracking.

 
 

Yury Marchuk  
FLEG II Focal Point in Ukraine.

 For the first time in the histo-
ry of international forestry, the St. 
Petersburg Ministerial Conference 
made it possible to develop common 
approaches to forest policy in pro-
tecting markets against illegal log-
ging and illegal timber in different 
countries. Taking into account timber 
movement on world markets, such 
approaches are extremely important, 
especially for developing countries 
and for protecting their resources. 
This experience in developing com-
mon approaches to the conservation 
of the Earth’s biological resources is 
internationally unique.
 

 
Evgeny  
Kuzmichev  
FLEG II consult-
ant for World Bank. 
Mr. Kuzmichev was 
Coordinator for 
ENA FLEG Contact 
Groups at the Min-
isterial Conference 
in St. Petersburg.

Nikolay Shmatkov
Head of WWF-Russia Forestry Program.  
Mr. Shmatkov participated in the Ministerial  
Conference as Coordinator of Forest  
Programme of IUCN Office for Russia and CIS.
 

 This event has had a major impact on forest 
management both in Russia and other countries. 
St. Petersburg declaration is a not a legally bind-
ing document. But it is exactly such “soft law” doc-
uments that constantly and implicitly influence the 
governments, the society, educating them and di-
recting them in the right path of development.  



V O I C E S
 
Besarion  
Abashidze 
Deputy Minister of  
Environment and Natural  
Resources Protection of Georgia 

“The Georgian Government 
assigns high importance to the 
TEEB process. In 2013, as a 
joint effort of the Government 
of Georgia, UNEP and WWF, 
the TEEB Scoping Study was 
produced. We welcome the idea 
of conducting a full-scale TEEB 
study for the forestry sector, 
because we understand how 
important natural ecosystems 
are for our country and people”.

16E V E N T S

EUTR: What is 
the Progress in 
Implementation? 
 
Results of a roundtable in 
Minsk, Belarus, November 
24-26

TEEB Study for 
Forestry Sector 
in Ajara 
 
Stakeholder meeting was 
organized to discuss the 
objectives and priorities 

Stakeholder meeting in Batumi, Georgia

Representatives of the state 
forest management bodies, 
commercial and non-profit 
organizations expressed their 
views regarding the timber 
regulation implementation© WWF 
Russia 
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L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/eutr-what-is-the-
progress-in-implementation/ 

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/teeb-study-
for-forestry-sector-to-be-conducted-in-ajara-
autonomous-republic-georgia/

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Nikolay Shmatkov [WWF] 
nshmatkov@wwf.ru 

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Ilia Osepashvili [WWF] 
iosephashvili@wwfcaucasus.org 

 Representatives of Russia, Belarus 
and Ukraine, competent authorities from 
the EU member states arrived to Minsk 
to attend the round table “Implemen-
tation of the EUTR 995/2010: lessons 
learned, challenges, solutions” and dis-
cussed how to improve EUTR efficiency 
while ensuring its effectiveness. Partic-
ipants expressed their views regarding 
the timber regulation implementation in 
the European Union and FLEG II (ENPI 
East) countries.
 By developing the EU Timber Reg-
ulation (EUTR), the EU has created a 
regulatory approach that aims to stop 
the trade of illegally harvested timber 
or wood products on the EU market, to 
help reduce the impact of the EU on de-
forestation.
 Participants expressed common 
concern about lack of consistency in 
implementation and enforcement in the 
EU’s 28 Member States combined with 
loopholes, which mean that major prod-
uct groups aren’t covered, thus reducing 
EUTR effectiveness.
 Speaking at the event Costel Bucur 
FLEG II Program Manager from WWF 
said: “There are two fundamental as-
pects of the Regulation that need to be 
addressed for it to be effective at achiev-
ing its objective: ensure the EUTR is ef-
fectively and consistently implemented, 
applied and enforced across all 28 Member 
States and expand its scope so that all 
wood-based products are covered.”

 Full-scale TEEB study for forests and 
the forestry sector of Ajara Autonomous Re-
public, will be conducted by the internation-
al consultant, Dr. Luke Brander. 
 A high level round table was organized 
to discuss the objectives and priorities of 
TEEB study for the forestry sector in Ajara  





Autonomous Republic, Georgia. Meeting was 
opened by Giorgi Sanadiradze, the Director 
of WWF-Caucasus Programme Office, and 
Besarion Abashidze, Deputy Minister of En-
vironment and Natural Resources Protection 
of Georgia.
 The Economics of Ecosystems and Bio-
diversity (TEEB) is a global initiative focused 
on “making nature's values visible” ■

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 Illegal Timber accounts 
for 15-30% of global forest 
production, with a turnover 
valued at US$30 – 100 million

 The EU is one of the 
world’s largest consumers 
of wood, importing timber 
and wood-based products 
worth €54 billion in 2013.

 Only 41% of the value of 
wood-based products is 
covered by the EUTR.

 Approximately 23% of the 
wood products imported in 
the EU are estimated to 
come from “from countries 
with a high or moderate 
risk of illegal logging.”

 Forests are disappearing 
at a rate of one football 
pitch every two seconds

 The EUTR is currently being re-
viewed. This presents a great opportu-
nity to fix the gaps and ensure once and 
for all that governments, consumers and 
businesses in the EU are not contribut-
ing to illegal logging.
 The EU Timber Regulation (EUTR), 
which came into force in March 2013, 
grew out of the EU Action Plan on For-
est Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT), first adopted in 2003. 
By developing the EUTR, the EU has cre-
ated a regulatory approach that aims to 
stop the trade of illegally harvested tim-
ber or wood products on the EU market, 
to help reduce the impact of the EU on 
deforestation, and to support legal for-
est practices ■



http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/eutr-what-is-the-progress-in-implementation/ 
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12 Winners of Youth 
Drawing Contest 
Revealed during 
Forest Week in 
Georgia 
 
The Forest Week was opened 
with an Exhibition of Youth 
Drawings “My Native Forest”  

FSC Regional 
Workshop in Baku 
 
FLEG II Promotes FSC 
certification in South Caucasus

 At the end of November, Georgia cele-
brated Forest Week with events and educa-
tional resources for children and youth, en-
vironmental and forestry professionals, local 
communities and general public, this year 
organized within the framework of the EU 
Funded Regional ENPI-FLEG II Program.
 Intention of the activities was to en-
courage greater public awareness towards 
forests and climate change, to learn more 
about forest biodiversity and support great-
er recognition of this valuable resource.
 On November 21, 2015, the forest 
week was opened by The Minister of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources of Geor-
gia, Gigla Agulashvili with an Exhibition 
of Youth Drawings “My Native Forest.”

 The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
Regional Workshop in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
hosted discussions about supporting re-
sponsible management of forests in the 
region through the formation of environ-
mentally responsible procurement of cer-
tified timber from socially and ecological-
ly oriented business.
 This year around 100 participants 
came together to talk about the national 
legislation and FSC, supporting FSC-based 
certification in Azerbaijan and Georgia, 
FSC in education, non-timber economic 
values of forests in Azerbaijan, recycling, 
challenges and opportunities, Green Build-
ing Opportunities and most importantly, 
going Green over Grey.
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V O I C E S
 
Gigla  
Agulashvili 
Minister 
of Environment  
and Natural Resources 
of Georgia 

“I’m impressed with the 
quality of drawings, this 
generation is extremely 
gifted. In order to 
recognise their talent 
and encourage using 
their skills for preserving 
our beautiful nature 
I’m offering the winner 
authors permanent 
exhibition of their works 
in the Ministry of Envi-
ronment”.

 Q U I C K  F A C T S 

 1000 school children took 
part in the FLEG II contest

 400 drawings were exhibit-
ed during Forest Week 

 12 school students, the 
winners of this contest, 
will join an environmental 
camp this summer

 Q U I C K  F A C T 

 There are more than 180 
million ha of certified forest 
worldwide, including about 
45-50 million ha in the Cau-
casus neighborhoods.

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-week-in-
georgia-november-21-28

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fsc-regional-
workshop-in-baku/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Ana Tsintsadze [WWF] 
atsintsadze@wwfcaucasus.org

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Konul Ahmadova [WWF] 
kahmadova@wwfcaucasus.org

The Minister is awarding participants 
with certificates during the opening of 
the Forest Week 
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 FSC Regional Workshop for Cauca-
sus was organized in Baku, Azerbaijan on 
1st of August jointly by FLEG II program 
and FSC Regional Office for CIS countries 
together with valuable support of Green 
Building Council Azerbaijan, the Archi-
tects Union of Azerbaijan Republic, Young 
Architects and Student Club, MGIMO Uni-
versity and Akrolit LLC ■

FSC Regional Workshop 
Participants 



 ‘’Forests are fundamental to our 
economy, culture, traditions and histo-
ry — and to our future. Many communi-
ties, families and individuals in Georgia 
depend on forests for their livelihoods 
and way of life,’’ said Giorgi Sanadiradze, 
Director of WWF in Caucasus. “That’s 
why we decided to initiate forest week, 
its goal is to encourage Georgians to get 
outside, explore the forests in their com-
munities and meet the trees in their back-
yards and schoolyards!” ■

 Ana Sephiashvili, Tbilisi Public 
School N183,grade 9









http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-week-in-georgia-november-21-28
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/forest-week-in-georgia-november-21-28
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fsc-regional-workshop-in-baku/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fsc-regional-workshop-in-baku/
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Intergovernmental 
Council for 
the Timber 
Industry and 
Forestry of the 
Commonwealth 
of Independent 
States Meets in 
Armenia 
 
FLEG II Program 
participated in the session 
as an observer  

FLEG in Russia: 
from 2005 till Today 
 
High-level participants of a 
round table in the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry of 
Russia in Moscow summed up 
the results of FLEG process  

Members of FLEG 
II NPAC in Armenia 
Meet in Yerevan, 
Armenia 
 
The participants shared 
their views on the Program 
outcomes and future plans  

 The goal of the 15th session of 
the Council was to discuss issues of 
cross-border cooperation, such as 
implementation of the agreement 
on preventing and combatting fires, 
exchange of information on illegal 
activities, and professional forest  
education.
 Tuukka Castren, World Bank se-
nior forestry specialist, introduced 
the history and goals of the FLEG pro-
cess to the participants, as well as 
FLEG I and FLEG II programs, and 
their achievements. “The role of for-
ests in national economy is basical-
ly about resource management: sus-
tainable forest management and good 
governance”, said Mr. Castren. “How-
ever, governance is not only about le-
gality; different levels of engagement 
are needed”. 
 The Intergovernmental Council 
for the Timber Industry and Forest-
ry of the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent states was founded in September 
1998 by 7 CIS countries: Armenia, Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mol-
dova, Russia, and Tajikistan. The 16th 
Session will be hosted in Kazakhstan 
in 2016 ■

 The World Bank, WWF and IUCN pre-
sented the achievements of the programs 
"FLEG I” and “FLEG II” in Russia. Among 
them, the analysis of the scale and caus-
es of illegal logging in Russia and the de-
velopment of an action plan to address the 
problem; introduction of FLEG principles 
in the practice of the leading Russian for-
est companies and their international trad-
ing partners; development and dissemina-
tion of successful models of sustainable use of 
non-timber forest products in forest-depen-
dent rural communities; and many others.
 Following the meeting, a resolution 
was prepared with recommendations to gov-
ernment agencies of different levels on im-
proving forest management ■

 The main objective of the 4th Nation-
al Program Advisory Committee (NPAC) 
meeting was to present the results of the 
Year II activities, and to propose and dis-
cuss the plans for Year III.
 Implementing organizations presented 
their activities proposed for the next year. 
The participants also discussed the current 
state of the forestry sector and related pro-
grams implemented by partner organizations.
 The EU delegation representative, Mr. 
John Barker, highlighted the importance of 
pilot activities. He indicated that among the 
pilots, “activities with model forest units 
such as protected forest areas and activ-
ities on sustainable use of forest resourc-
es with involvement of adjacent communi-
ties” are his favorite.
 All the participants agreed that in the 
current state of the forestry sector the re-
view of the forestry-related legislation is 
critically needed ■

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/intergovernmental-
council-for-the-timber-industry-and-forestry-of-the-
commonwealth-of-independent-states-meets-in-
armenia/ 

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-in-russia/

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-fleg-2-
national-program-advisory-committee-in-armenia-
shared-their-views-on-outcomes-achievements-and-
future-plans/

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Masha Vinokurova [World Bank] 
vimaria@yandex.ru 

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Sirarpi Haykazyan [World Bank] 
shaykazyan@worldbank.org 

The participants of the meeting requested to 
have more interaction with the Program, not 
only through websites and reports, but also 
through live discussions and conferences.
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Marina  
Smetanina 
World Bank’s FLEG II  
Program Coordinator in Russia 

“Russia was not just the host 
of the Ministerial conference. 
From the very outset, Russia 
was a powerful catalyst and 
initiator of this process. This 
was due to its intention to 
adapt to more sustainable 
practices of law enforcement 
and take a rightful place on 
the world and regional timber 
markets”.

http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/intergovernmental-council-for-the-timber-industry-and-forestry-of-the-commonwealth-of-independent-states-meets-in-armenia/
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http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/intergovernmental-council-for-the-timber-industry-and-forestry-of-the-commonwealth-of-independent-states-meets-in-armenia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/intergovernmental-council-for-the-timber-industry-and-forestry-of-the-commonwealth-of-independent-states-meets-in-armenia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-in-russia/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-fleg-2-national-program-advisory-committee-in-armenia-shared-their-views-on-outcomes-achievements-and-future-plans/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-fleg-2-national-program-advisory-committee-in-armenia-shared-their-views-on-outcomes-achievements-and-future-plans/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-fleg-2-national-program-advisory-committee-in-armenia-shared-their-views-on-outcomes-achievements-and-future-plans/
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/members-of-fleg-2-national-program-advisory-committee-in-armenia-shared-their-views-on-outcomes-achievements-and-future-plans/
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NPAC Azerbaijan 
appraises FLEG II 
outcomes in 2015 
 
The members of the National 
Program Advisory Committee 
gathered in Baku, Azerbaijan 
to discuss the progress of the 
Program and ways to improve it 

6th Azerbaijan 
International 
Environmental 
Exhibition — Caspian: 
Technologies for 
Environment  
 
The Ministry of Ecology 
and Natural Resources of 
Azerbaijan supported FLEG 
II’s participation

FLEG Draws 
Public Attention 
to Fuelwood 
Consumption 
in Moldova  
 
Forest resources in 
Moldova are limited and 
fuelwood consumption is 
a complex issue for the 
forest sector The Program’s Coordinators from 

World Bank, WWF, and IUCN outlined chal-
lenges and positive outcomes in the imple-
mentation of activities. Coordinator from 
the EU Delegation in Baku Ulviya Abdulla-
yeva underlined the importance of more ef-
ficient communications in dissemination of 
information and intensification of cooper-
ation with the various stakeholders in this 
regard.
 After discussions, the NPAC Azerbai-
jan approved the country workplan for the 
third year ■

 CTE is one of the most important an-
nual events in Azerbaijan covering latest de-
velopments in the area of the efficient use 
of natural resources, collection and disposal 
of solid waste, alternative energy, and en-
vironmental protection. 
 FLEG II had a stand at the exhibition 
presenting Program’s activities and achieve-
ments. Two high-level guests, Minister of 
Ecology and Natural Resources of Azer-
baijan Huseyn Baghirov and Minister of 
Environment and Water Resources of Bul-
garia Ivelina Vasileva, appraised the Pro-
gram’s efforts in strengthening of envi-
ronmental education. 

 According to FLEG data, 80% of 
local communities use wood as the pri-
mary source of energy, less expensive 
than gas and coal. Nevertheless, some 
households can’t even afford to pay for 
the necessary amount of fuelwood to 
heat their houses.
 The national supply of wood is 
not sufficient and prices per cubic me-
ter are high compared with the aver-
age income of rural population, in spite 
of the work done by Agency Moldsilva, 
the central public authority for forest-
ry and hunting, to guarantee supply of 
fuelwood to national markets. 
 On November 8, Aurel Lozan, 
Country Program Coordinator for 
IUCN Moldova, interviewed on the TV 
program “Nature on Focus”, suggested 
three effective actions to address this 
problem: improvement of the manage-
ment of the forest ecosystems; estab-
lishment of energy forestry based on 
short-rotation forestry; promotion of 
rational use of forest resources ■

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/
npac-azerbaijan-appraises-fleg-ii-
outcomes-in-2015/

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/
fleg-2-azerbaijan-in-cte-2015-
wider-acknowledgement-of-
achievements/

L E A R N  M O R E :
http://www.enpi-fleg.org/news/fleg-expert-
aurel-lozan-interviewed-on-moldova1-about-
fuelwood/ 
The interview by Aurel Lozan:  
http://trm.md/ro/natura-in-obiectiv/natura-in-
obiectiv-emisiune-din-8-noiembrie-2015/  
(in Romanian)

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Fidan Huseynli  [World Bank] 
fidan.huseynli@enpi-fleg.org

C O N TA C T:
Ms. Fidan Huseynli  [World Bank] 
fidan.huseynli@enpi-fleg.org

C O N TA C T:
Mr. Aurel Lozan [IUCN] 
aurel.lozan@enpi-fleg.org

V O I C E S
 
Rahim  
Ibrahimov 
Program’s National  
Focal Point and head  
of sector of Forestry  
Development Department  
of the Ministry of Ecology  
and Natural Resources 

“FLEG II-supported manuals 
and tutorials on sustainable 
forest development is a 
top discussion topic in the 
specialized educational 
facilities. This is one 
of the most important 
achievements of FLEG II 
in Azerbaijan”.

FLEG II stand inspires cooperation: Nariman 
Aghayev, chair of the "Center of Sustainable 
Development Research" NGO shakes hands 
with the Bulgarian Minister of Environment and 
Water Resources Ivelina Vasileva

Fuelwood logged and stored temporary 
on felling site to be sold directly to 
local population. Moldovan households 
consume on average about 5 cubic 
meters of fuelwood per year, mostly 
black locust, oaks, ash, and hornbeam.  
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 More than 400 visitors stopped by our 
stand during the first day. “We talked to 
many governmental officials and academics 
who inquired information about our educa-
tional work”, said FLEG II consultant Leyla 
Mekhtiyeva. “Forestry experts were partic-
ularly interested in our recent study on for-
est functionality and possibilities of recre-
ational tourism in the forest areas”. FLEG 
II publications were in high demand and 
were literally swept out on the first day ■
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
The European Union is the world's largest donor of official development assistance. The 
European Commission’s Directorate General for European Neighbourhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) manages the bulk of the Union’s financial and technical 
assistance to the neighbourhood and enlargement countries. By implementing assistance 
actions in Europe's eastern and southern neighbourhood, DG NEAR supports reform and 
democratic consolidation, and strengthens the prosperity, stability and security around 
Europe. DG NEAR helps to promote EU values, policies and interests in this region, and to 
contribute to developing the special relationship of the EU with its neighbouring countries.
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm

WORLD BANK
The World Bank Group is one of the world’s largest sources of knowledge and funding for 
its 188 member-countries. The organizations that make up the World Bank Group are owned 
by the governments of member nations, which have the ultimate decision-making power 
within the organizations on all matters, including policy, financial or membership issues. 
The World Bank Group comprises five closely associated institutions: the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Association 
(IDA), which together form the World Bank; the International Finance Corporation (IFC); 
the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA); and the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). Each institution plays a distinct role in the 
World Bank Group’s mission to end extreme poverty by decreasing the percentage of 
people living on less than $1.25 a day to no more than 3 percent, and promote shared 
prosperity by fostering the income growth of the bottom 40 percent for every country. For 
additional information please visit:
http://www.worldbank.org, http://www.ifc.org, http://www.miga.org

IUCN
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic 
solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. IUCN’s work 
focuses on valuing and conserving nature, ensuring effective and equitable governance 
of its use, and deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges in climate, food and 
development. IUCN supports scientific research, manages field projects all over the world, 
and brings governments, NGOs, the UN and companies together to develop policy, laws 
and best practice. IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental organisation, 
with more than 1,200 government and NGO members and almost 11,000 volunteer experts 
in some 160 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by over 1,000 staff in 45 offices and 
hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.
www.iucn.org

WWF
WWF is one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, 
with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF’s 
mission is to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and to build a future 
in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world’s biological diversity, 
ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the 
reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
www.panda.org

About ENPI FLEG Program 

Project Partners

The Forest Law Enforcement and Governance (FLEG) II European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI) East Countries Programme supports participating countries’ forest governance. At the regional level, 
the Programme aims to implement the 2005 St. Petersburg FLEG Ministerial Declaration and support countries 
to commit to a time-bound action plan; at the national level the Programme will review or revise forest sector 
policies and legal and administrative structures; and improve knowledge of and support for sustainable forest 
management and good forest governance in the participating countries, and at the sub-national (local) level the 
Programme will test and demonstrate best practices for sustainable forest management and the feasibility of 
improved forest governance practices at the field-level on a pilot basis. Participating countries include Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. The Programme is funded by the European Union. 
http://www.enpi-fleg.org

www.enpi-fleg.org


